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• Create a safer city through more Gardaí engaged in community policing. Labour will recruit 
more Gardaí and ensure they are well-integrated into the communities they serve. We will 
also roll out the international Purple Flag strategy to ensure a safer night-time city.

• Deliver a greener, more reliable system of public transport within the capital. Labour is 
determined to move forward construction of the Metro North project, replace the Dublin 
Bus fleet with cleaner vehicles and fund a new city cycle-way system.

• Invest in providing affordable housing in the capital. We have a plan to deliver significant 
numbers of affordable housing units across the country. In Dublin specifically, we will step 
up the Empty Nester scheme and continue our strong efforts to eliminate rough sleeping.

• Introduce more local employment charters to ensure that new construction projects 
benefits local communities by providing a minimum threshold of generated employment to 
residents of the area. 

• Set out an ambitious plan to make Dublin a carbon-neutral city. Labour will launch a clear 
20-year strategy that will put Dublin at the cutting edge of the green agenda. 

• Give Dubliners their say on a directly-elected Mayor. This Mayor will serve the city and 
county with real defined powers and be held to account by a new Dublin Regional Assembly. 

Our commitments
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Dublin is the economic powerhouse of Ireland. As recovery takes hold, our capital is leading the 
way with new jobs and rapid growth. The re-emergence of Dublin over the last five years has 
been highly encouraging but more must be done to make sure ordinary Dubliners enjoy all of its 
benefits. 

Labour’s plan is to harness the new sense of optimism in the city and county, to build a Greater 
Dublin Area that delivers first and foremost for its citizens. We want to take on ambitious new 
projects in order to develop a modern, inclusive, forward-looking capital for the 21st century.
Dublin now competes on the world stage with many other major cities that have vastly higher 
populations and resources. Only through real vision and dedicated planning can we unlock our 
capital’s full potential and make sure Dublin enterprise and living standards are rivalling the world 
leaders. 

Since taking office in 2011, Labour in Government has been working hard for Dublin and its 
citizens. Labour’s focus on employment has helped get Dublin back to work: there are now 64,100 
more people working in the capital than five years ago. Every year the city welcomes increasing 
numbers of visitors from all across the world.

Labour knows we have to deliver not just for any one part of Dublin, but for the city, the county, 
and the Greater Dublin Area. That’s why we’re putting forward this document, to outline our 
plans for our capital region’s future. 

Labour has worked hard for Dublin through difficult times. Now, as economic recovery begins to 
take hold, we need to put our energy into building up a dynamic, modern capital with the kind of 
world-class services Dubliners deserve. 

INTRODUCTION

Labour’s focus on employment has 
helped get Dublin back to work: there 

are now 45,500 more people working in 
the capital than five years ago
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A safer Dublin
It’s absolutely essential that Dubliners can feel 
safe at home, work or leisure. Labour has new 
plans to deter crime and create a more positive, 
secure atmosphere in the city. 

At the core of Labour’s plan to tackle crime is 
supporting more community policing. Labour 
has restarted the process of Garda recruitment. 
600 new Gardaí will be recruited this year and 
we are determined to see that number grow 
to ensure 700 new Gardaí trained each year. 
But higher numbers of Gardaí on the streets is 
not the end of the story – we need to ensure 
that local Gardaí are better integrated into 
communities with the support and monitoring 
of the Joint Policing Committees. 

Labour will pursue policies based on the 
community policing model, and will explore 
rolling out the Small Area Policing pilot currently 
in operation in parts of the North Inner City, 
which gives individual Garda responsibility 
over a fixed number of houses to maximise 
accountability and effectiveness. 

The safety and attractiveness of our night-time 
city could be dramatically improved by rolling 
out the international Purple Flag initiative across 
the four county areas of Dublin. The Purple Flag 
is an accreditation scheme that seeks to honour 

excellence in town or city management between 
the hours of 5pm and 5am. 

Achieving Purple Flag status will send out a 
major signal to investors and tourists that 
Dublin is a safe, modern, well-run city, as well as 
giving assurance to our citizens that their area is 
taking real steps to make sure they can feel safe 
while they work, shop or simply enjoy their city.

A better transport system
Dublin needs a transport system that keeps 
pace with the region’s dynamism. Too often, 
the development of our transport infrastructure 
has been piecemeal. We need smart, joined-
up thinking to continue developing the best 
possible way to get those who live and work in 
the Greater Dublin Area from A to B. 

Labour believes in an interconnected capital 
with services that really meet the public’s needs. 
We’ve made big strides in getting our system of 
public transport moving in the right direction. 
Projects such as the Luas Cross City line, Dublin 
Bikes scheme, the Leap Card and the planned 
Metro North are revolutionising how we get 
around the Dublin area. 

Labour is committed to moving forward 
construction on the much-needed direct link 
between Dublin Airport and the City Centre 
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through the Metro North project. Funding for 
this ambitious development has already been 
made available through the Capital Plan 2016-
2021 and Labour is determined to oversee its 
implementation ahead of schedule to provide 
a fast, reliable form of transport across the 
northern city and county.

We must continue to maintain and grow our 
cycling network. Dublin Bikes was spearheaded 
by Labour public representatives and has proved 
a major success in getting more people cycling 
in our capital than ever before. As well as 
adding more bike stations in the city, we need 
to expand the project and construct a new city 
cycle-way system so that all Dubliners can have 
the opportunity to take up and continue cycling 
throughout the county.

We want to continue the expansion of bus 
lanes across Dublin city and county for a more 
effective road network with less congestion 
and more regular, reliable bus services. We 
will launch a new Green Bus Fund to support 
gradual replacement of the Dublin Bus fleet 
with cleaner, greener vehicles. 

Delivering housing and tackling 
homelessness
Labour has worked hard in government to keep 
up with the housing needs of our capital city. 
We’ve invested more than €500 million into 
tackling housing waiting lists and ensuring roofs 
over people’s heads. 

Yet there can be no denying that more work 
needs to be done to make Dublin an easier, 
more affordable place to own a home and rent. 
This is an area of vital importance to the people 
of Dublin and Labour is committed to a number 
of key actions.

Part of our plan is to extend the “Empty Nester” 
scheme throughout the city. This scheme 
facilitates older people who wish to downsize 
due to children leaving the home or similar 
changes in lifestyle. It will allow for homeowners 
to sell their property directly to the council, 
which then ensures they are re-housed in 
suitable property that guarantees a similar 

standard of living. The sold property can then be 
added to the council’s supply of housing stock 
for young families who need the extra space.

We firmly intend to continue working towards 
Labour’s goal of eliminating the need to sleep 
rough in Dublin by the end of 2016. We have 
already invested €20 million into homelessness 
services in the city. It is an absolutely top 
priority for the Labour Party and for Irish society 
that involuntary homelessness in our capital is 
brought to an end. 

We will continue to invest money in 
homelessness services, and up our commitment 
to providing more modular housing as a 
short-term transitional solution, providing 
an immediately available step for people 
moving from homelessness into longer-term 
accommodation. 
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We have 
already invested 

€20 million into 
homelessness 

services in the city. 
It is an absolutely 

top priority for the 
Labour Party and 

for Irish society 
that involuntary 

homelessness in our 
capital is brought 

to an end.

Labour Standing Up for Dublin.indd   5 20/02/2016   14:05



It is essential the next Government continues 
increasing our year-on-year investment into 
providing sheltered housing for the elderly, the 
homeless and those with a disability in the 
capital. This will allow more independent living 
while still providing consistent access to the 
supports people need. 

We also need to ensure our city is better 
catering to the housing needs of its significant 
student population. Dublin contains a significant 
number of Ireland’s higher learning institutions 
and Labour is committed to finding ways to 
provide for the large number of students that 
struggle to find reliable accommodation in the 
capital.

Higher quality of life for Dubliners
Dubliners deserve the very best quality of life 
that their government can provide. There are 
countless ways in which further improvements 
can be made to the services that people rely 
on, even as we accelerate our efforts to ensure 
Dublin stands out as a cultural and creative 
hub. In government, Labour has emphasised 
the importance of education by building 
a new state-of-the-art college campus in 
Grangegorman at the very heart of the city 
and moved to cherish our culture and history 
through long-term capital projects throughout 
the city, including an interpretive centre for the 
GPO. 

Labour supports gearing new development plans 
more towards social rejuvenation of parts of 
the city that still have unacceptably high levels 
of unemployment. Labour wants to institute 
local employment charters in all appropriate 
development plans that will guarantee a 
baseline of 20% local employment, drawn from 
the community in which the development is 
taking place. 

We believe this is the best way to ensure 
that ordinary Dubliners aren’t left out when 
significant construction and rejuvenation work 
begins in their area. Local employment charters 
should also go a long way towards fighting 
the negative effects of gentrification that sees 
longstanding residents forced out of areas by 

rising prices and rapidly-changing communities. 

We will support further efforts to pedestrianise 
more areas of the city centre. In the past, 
key areas such as Grafton Street were 
pedestrianised to the enormous benefit of the 
local atmosphere and economy. Dublin city 
centre has enormous potential for more buzzing 
public spaces where people can shop, relax and 
do business in a car-free atmosphere. As the 
Metro North and Luas Cross-City projects come 
to life, central Dublin is set to become easier 
than ever to navigate on foot – something 
we should take advantage of to dramatically 
improve the quality of our city centre.

The next Government must continue building 
up Dublin as a cultural and creative hub by 
supporting new and diverse events and festivals 
all over the city and county. Dublin is a changed 
and changing city, and our promotion of the 
arts should reflect the modern, inclusive capital 
its citizens have created. One move that will 
especially benefit the arts in Dublin is Labour’s 
plan to make participation in the “Per Cent 
for Art Scheme” compulsory for all public 
bodies. This scheme allows for 1% of the cost 
of any publicly funded capital, infrastructural 
or building development to be spent on the 
commissioning of a work of art. We will also 
abolish the existing €65,000 cap and improve 
the mechanisms of the scheme.

It will also be vital that Dublin’s tourism 
marketing efforts showcase attractions from 
every part of the county, rather than just 
focusing in the city centre. The north, west 
and south of Dublin County have just as much 
creative and cultural energy as the city centre 
and more efforts should be made to highlight 
that reality.

As part of our ambitious plans for 
decarbonisation of Irish society, Labour’s goal 
is to set a target of making Dublin a carbon-
neutral city through a far-reaching 20 year plan. 
This will ensure that our capital leads the way in 
transforming the Irish economy into the green 
economy we need to meet the challenges of 
the 21st-century.
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A more democratic Dublin
Dublin needs decisive leadership if it is to 
successfully compete with the massive 
resources available to other global capitals. In 
addition, Dubliners have unique concerns and 
issues and require a level of local government 
that understands and delivers for them. Labour 
wants to see a more democratic, empowered 
capital that coordinates the different local 
authorities to ensure better results for its 
citizens. 

We’ve already moved to empower local 
communities within the Greater Dublin Area 
by guaranteeing 80% of local property tax 
returns are retained for reinvestment in their 
area of collection. Building on that, we’ve given 
every council the power to alter rates by 15% 
so as to best suit the needs and wants of the 
communities they serve. 

It is time to give the people of Dublin a direct 
say on whether they want a directly-elected 
Labour has a longstanding commitment to 
establishing a directly elected Mayor of Dublin.  
In government, we allowed the four councils to 
decide whether or not to allow the people of 
Dublin a vote on this issue.
 
Labour will give the people of Dublin their say 
by holding a countywide plebiscite. A directly 
elected Mayor of Dublin City and County will 
be supported by a revamped Dublin Regional 
Assembly so that Dublin has the leadership 
structures it needs to thrive as a modern capital.
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The Labour Party, 
W: www.labour.ie, 
T: 01-678 4700
 /thelabourparty
 @labour
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