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Welcome on board to new Local Area Rep Ken Kinsella 
I am delighted to welcome Clondalkin Labour Party Branch Member, 
Ken Kinsella as our new Labour Local Area Rep.  Ken will be working in 
Clondalkin and Bawnogue. I look forward to working with Ken and 
wish him well with his work and involvement with local groups and 
organisations.  If you would like to contact Ken re any issues he can be 
contacted  http://www.labour.ie/kenkinsella/  or on his mobile @ 
0851403555. 

 
 
 

My Local Election Campaign Canvass Update 
My bi-weekly canvass finished just before the June bank 
holiday for the summer break.  My campaign has been up 
and running since last September and has proven to be 
extremely successful.  A regular core group of Branch 
Members emerged from the early days of the campaign 
and together we committed ourselves every week since. 
The group have provided a focal presence throughout 
Clondalkin and the surrounding estates while at the same 
time delivering 8,000 of my Clondalkin Newsletters, 2,000 
Youth Guarantee Leaflets, over 3,000 targeted information 
letters and notifications throughout Clondalkin.  Leaflets 
relating to the Children’s Referendum were also delivered 
and a number of joint canvasses with Emer Costello, MEP, 

were organised. A big THANK YOU to the members of the 
Clondalkin Labour Party Branch who have supported me during hail, rain, sleet and snow!! I look 
forward to continuing with my campaign again in September and in the meantime I continue to work 
for and represent the people of Dublin Mid West!  If you would like to join me on the campaign trail 
in the run into the European Elections in June 2014 please contact me.  Many thanks.  

 
 

Branch Members; Kate Gill, Betty 

McDermott, Lily Frost & Branch 

Secretary, Martin Rowan 

Ken Kinsella - Labour Local Area Rep 
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Cllr. Bonner Welcomes Emer Costello MEP 
to Clondalkin 
I was delighted to bring Emer Costello MEP to 
Clondalkin’s Historic Round Tower last month 
to meet with the committee that is overseeing 
the development of the site around the Tower. 
This group has been negotiating with the 
council and is currently working with them on 
a plan which will see the now derelict Mill 
Cottages and the houses on Tower Road 
opposite the Garda Station restored to house 
an interpretative centre for the Tower and 
perhaps a coffee shop facility.  
 
Emer was very impressed with the plans and 
explained that she had been involved in 
working on the heritage sites in Dalkey and her 
background in History left her ideally placed to 
assist the Clondalkin Group.  
 
Committee member Bernardine Nic Giolla Phádraig explained that fragments of Leabhar Chluain 
Dolcáin, an ancient manuscript produced in the Clondalkin Monastic site, were housed in the 
university at Karlshrue near Strasbourg. Ms Costello said she would assist the group in making 
contacts in Karlshrue.  
 
The Tower will once again be open to the public during the InClondalkin Festival which is on from 
Friday 28th until and Sunday 30th of June.  
 

 
Tidy Towns Update 

 
The Clondalkin Tidy Towns continue to grow from strength to strength again this year. Weekly Clean 
Ups take place every Tuesday and Thursday at 6.30pm and Saturday and Sunday mornings at 10am 
with volunteers meeting outside Tuhills car park.  The council provide all the necessary pickers, bags 
and gloves.  New members are always welcome! 

 
As part of this year’s initiatives 22 new Hornbeam trees were planted throughout the village as well 
as 100’s of new bedding plants and hanging baskets. 
 

Cllr. Bonner, Ken Kinsella & Emer Costello with 

members of the Round Tower Committee 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=467622206654851&set=a.372194842864255.89002.100002212280370&type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=468179629932442&set=a.372194842864255.89002.100002212280370&type=1&relevant_count=1
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National Spring Clean Week 
As well as their usual weekly clean up the Tidy Towns 
took part in this year’s National Spring Clean Week 
which was held in May. Their main focus was on the 
grounds of Clondalkin Sports and Leisure Centre. The 
Tidy Towns were joined by a group of hard working 
young people from Localise. There was also a great turn 
out from the Clondalclean group which is based in the 
Tower refugee centre. 
 
 
 
 

 
Clondalkin Tidy Towns Fundraiser  
Clondalkin Tidy Towns held their annual table quiz on the 30th May in the Towers GAA Club.  There 
was a great turnout with plenty of mind bending questions as well as great raffle prizes.  Well done 
to all the organisers and here’s to next year’s Quiz! 
 

Preparing for the InClondalkin Festival 
Volunteers from the Clondalkin Tidy Towns have been 
busy working overtime for the last two weeks preparing 
the overgrown site behind the Round Tower in 
preparation for the InClondalkin Festival.  To date ivy, 
brambles and trees has been removed from along the wall 
which dates back to the 1700s.  Locals will have the 
chance to visit the Tower over the festival weekend.   
 
 
 
 

 
North Clondalkin Tidy Towns 
Last year I met with a group of local residents from North Clondalkin and together we took part in a 
regular clean up, however we didn’t quite get to the stage of entering the Tidy Towns Competition.  
This year I felt that the group was ready to take on the challenge so a meeting was organised for the 

29th May at Rowlagh Community Centre.  Thanks to 
the help of Branch Members, over 1,000 notifications 
were delivered to North Clondalkin in an effort to 
encourage residents to attend the meeting and get 
involved.  Since then the first clean up of North 
Clondalkin took place with volunteers now meeting 
every Wednesday at 6pm at Rowlagh Community 
Centre. I am delighted to support this group and wish 
them the very best of luck with their endeavours. If 
you want to find out more or get involved in helping 
please contact the Chairperson of North Clondalkin 
Tidy Towns, Brian Dunne @ 0851374473. 
 

 

Cllr. Bonner with Brian Dunne, Chair of 

North Clondalkin Tidy Towns 

Cllr. Bonner with Tommy Keogh from the 

Clondalkin Tidy Towns 

Cllr. Bonner with Sligo from the Clondalkin Tidy 

Towns during National Spring Week 
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St. Cuthbert’s Park Clean Up Group 
I am delighted to actively support the work of St. Cuthbert’s 
Park clean up group.  The community in Deansrath want to 
improve their park and to see it used again by the people of 
the area. It has been used as a dumping ground, there’s a 
problem with quad bikes and people have been afraid to use 
the park.  Volunteers meet every Saturday at 3pm at the 
Rathgael entrance (Deansrath Community College side).  For 
more information contact South West Clondalkin 
Community Safety Forum @ 01-4576055 or email 
mikearms@cpln.ie 
 
As well as the weekly clean ups, locals are getting out and 
about and enjoying their park and have organised weekly 
walks every Sunday at 3pm, again meet at the Rathgale 
entrance.  I wish everyone involved in both these initiatives 
the very best with their efforts.  I fully endorse their slogan 
“Taking Back Our Park for Our Community”.  Well done 
everyone!! 
 
 

Upcoming Events in South Dublin 

South Dublin County Council’s Bike Week 
The Launch of South Dublin County Council's Bike Week took 
place on Sunday 16th June with a Heritage Talk at St Enda's, 
Pearse Park followed by a cycle to Rathfarnham Castle for a 
picnic and tour of Castle.  
 
As part of Bike Week South Dublin County Council also planned 
an entertaining evening of cycling and dining in Lucan on the 
"Tour de Romance" which took place on Thursday 20th June. 
 
The event started at 7pm with a Cocktail Reception in 
Finnstown House, Lucan and involved a very leisurely cycle 
through Lucan and along the Grand Canal stopping off at a 
number of restaurants along the way and enjoying one course 
in each one. The event was designed to encourage people to 
use their bikes to meet that special someone and incorporate 
cycling into their Social Lives.  

 
 
 

 

 

Cllr. Bonner with members of the 

St. Cuthbert’s Park Clean Up Group 

Cllr. Bonner keeps the wheels turning! 

mailto:mikearms@cpln.ie
http://www.bikeweek.ie/
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Clondalkin Festival 28th-30th June 

This year’s InClondalkin Festival will take place over the weekend 
of the 28th June so fingers cross for sunshine!!  The village will be 
pedestrianized for the festival on Sunday 30th. A huge programme 
of events is planned including Magicians, Zumba Display, Mobile 
Animal Farm, Face Painting, Garda Station Open Day, to name but 
a few. For a full programme of events email 
InClondalkin@gmail.com or call/text 087-6017272 or pick up your 
copy in the local shops throughout the village. 

 
 

Out & About – Round Up of Recent Events 

 
The Laurels Charity Crew 
I was delighted to act as deputising Mayor of SDCC to 
welcome home The Laurels Charity Crew back to Clondalkin 
on Sunday 21st April. Up to 350 plus participants cycled 
from Galway to Dublin to raise funds for Our Lady's 
Children’s Hospital, Crumlin. This is the fifth year of the 
cycle and it has gone from a small group to the biggest ever 
band.  
 

 
 

 
Dark into Light 5km Fundraiser 
The annual Dark into Light Fundraiser which is in aid 
of Pieta House, Suicide Crisis Centre, took place in 
the Phoenix Park in early May. Pieta House is a 
centre for the prevention of self-harm or suicide was 
opened in Lucan, Co Dublin, in January 2006. Since 
then, outreach centres have also opened in Tallaght, 
Dublin 24, and Finglas, Dublin 11, as well as two 
centres of excellence in Ballyfermot, Dublin 10, and 
Limerick. The annual 5km walk/run commenced at 
4am, bringing participants from darkness into light which is very symbolic for such an event.  I was 
delighted to be able to support this very worthy charity. The contact details for Pieta House are 01-
6282111 or log onto their website for full contact details: http://www.pieta.ie/index.php/contact-us 
or email mary@pieta.ie 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:InClondalkin@gmail.com
http://www.pieta.ie/index.php/contact-us
mailto:mary@pieta.ie
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Coláiste Chillian Career Evening 
Congratulations to cairde Chillian and the staff, especially career 
guidance teacher, Yvonne Ni Fhlatharta for organising the Career 
Evening for the students of Coláiste Chillian. The event was held in 
Aras Chronain and was packed to capacity with stands and 
enthusiastic students.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Ramble Aid 
It was great to meet up with some of my walking 
mates again at this last month’s Ramble Aid which 
was held in Corkagh Park. This year all proceeds 
went towards Youth Mental Health. Participants 
were welcome to walk, run, cycle, wheelchair or 
push a pram!  Many thanks to Thos McDermott 
and colleagues from South Dublin County Sports 
Partnership for organising the event. 

South Dublin County Sports Partnership (SDCSP) is 
an initiative of the Irish Sports Council. Their remit 
is to promote increased participation in sport and 
health enhancing physical activity across the 
community of South Dublin County, regardless of 
age or ability. Through Ramble Aid the SDCSP seek 
to advance their objective - and help our local 
communities by raising funding for healthy causes.  

 
Factóir G 
The Factóir G Competition 
continued last month in Áras 
Chrónain. The event is the 
brainchild of Clondalkin Labour 
Party Branch Member, Lily Frost 
and to date has been a huge 
success, celebrating dance, 
music, song and poetry. The 
final competition will be held in 
the September. For further 
details log onto 
www.araschronain.ie  

 
 
 

Cllr. Bonner with Lara Darby from Siopa Lara 

Cllr. Bonner with Lily Frost & competitors in the Factóir G competition 

http://www.araschronain.ie/
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Clondalkin Youth Band & Ohio University 
Marching Band lift the roof in the Green Isle 
Hotel 
 
I was delighted to represent the Mayor of South 
Dublin Cathal King in welcoming the Clondalkin Youth 
Band and the Ohio University Wind Ensemble and 
Marching Band to the Green Isle Hotel in Clondalkin 
on Wednesday May 8th.  Over two hundred young 
American musicians joined the Clondalkin Youth 
Band to give the audience a musical treat.  
 

I want to wish the Clondalkin Youth Band very best of 
luck in the world band championships in Holland in 
the summer and want to thank them for their 
contribution to our community. 

 
Official Opening of Round Tower GAA Club Pitches 

The Round Tower GAA Club Pitches on the Monastery 
Road in Clondalkin was opened last month. Members 
of the club watched as Fr Damian Farnon cut the 
ribbon and blessed their field of dreams and there 
were tears in many eyes to see the culmination of 
many years of hard work. Club Chairman praised the 
work of members over the years which ensured that 
this fine development was completed in spite of 
economic recession and hard times. He also paid 
tribute to the work of local public representatives over 

the years, mentioning the work of Ministers Mary 
Harney, John Curran, Frances Fitzgerald and Deputy 
Robert Dowds in particular.  

 

Improvements to Old Nangor Road 
Work is now well advanced on a long awaited project to provide 
proper pedestrian facilities at the Old Nangor Road in Clondalkin 
between the Mill Centre and Coláiste Chillian. The road is being 
widened to allow for a footpath to be put in on both sides of the 
road. Temporary Closure of a section of Old Nangor Road, 
Clondalkin to facilitate essential road improvements from its 
junction with the Millpark Apartments to The Mill Shopping 
Centre from Tuesday 2nd July 2013 at 7am until Wednesday 3rd 
July 2013 at 4pm, inclusive. Alternative route via Fonthill Road 
South R113, Boot Road, Convent Road, Tower Road, Old Nangor 
Road and Tower Road, Ninth Lock Road and Nangor Road R134. 
Diversion signs will be erected. Local access will be maintained at 
all times. One of my first motions to the Clondalkin Area 
Committee was in relation to this hazard to pedestrians. I put down a motion in September 2011 
seeking the construction of a second footpath at this location so I am really delighted that such 
progress has been made over the last few months.  

Cllr. Bonner with Vincent Dolan, Director 

of the Clondalkin Youth Band 

Cllr. Bonner with Kate Gill & 
Noel Fortune 
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On Your Bike! 
Just a reminder that there are a number of bicycle 
stands installed throughout Clondalkin Village as well 
as at locations in Rowlagh, Neilstown and Balgaddy  
As a cyclist myself I am happy to encourage locals to 
cycle and keep fit so no excuse now to be left looking 
for somewhere to park your bike! The bike stands 
were installed following following a number of 
requests by me for the provision of bicycle parking 
facilities and are funded by the National Transport 
Authority in order to encourage the use of the 
bicycle as a real alternative to the car. 

 
 

 
Contact Me 
I can be contacted on my mobile @ 087 413 2627. However, because 
of difficulties with the signal, my voice mail is not always reliable. Text 
messages always come through so if you text me, I will ring you back 
and arrange to meet you. You may also contact me by email on 
bbonner@sdublincoco.ie. 

 
Be sure to keep in contact with events and activities by logging into my 
Facebook – CouncillorBreedaBonner 
 

 
 
Working with My Local Labour Team 

 

Clondalkin Labour Party Branch Secretary,  
Martin Rowan availing of the local amenities in  
Clondalkin village! 
 

Robert Dowds TD 
0876520360 

Emer Costello MEP 
0863831805 

Joanna Tuffy TD 
08763390
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 Robert Dowds TD 
0876520360 

Ken Kinsella 
Local Area Rep 

0851403555 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=469835926433479&set=a.372194842864255.89002.100002212280370&type=1&relevant_count=1
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=facebook&FORM=HDRSC2

