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Newsletter & Report 
Cllr. Breeda Bonner 
To Clondalkin Labour Party Branch  
October 2012 
 

 
Autumn Campaign Canvass Continues 

My weekly Autumn Campaign Canvass continues every 
week with volunteers meeting each Thursday at 7.30pm. 
 
To date we have canvassed a number of estates 
throughout Clondalkin including in and around the 
village, Bawnogue and more recently, Newcastle.   
 
I have a new leaflet for distribution – “Labour – 
Standing up for Low Paid Workers” and intend 
targeting individual estates; starting with Riversdale and 
St. Killian’s this week. (A copy of the leaflet has been 
posted and/or emailed to all DMW members). 
 
Robert Dowds has kindly joined me on a number of 
these canvasses and I thank him for his support.  

 
 

 

Planning Towards 2014 
I look forward to welcoming Emer Costello MEP to 
Dublin Mid West on Sunday 21

st
 October and Sunday 

4
th
 November when she will join our team for a special 

canvass/leaflet drop.   
 
Arrangements for Sunday 21

st
 November:  Meet at 

Tesco’s, Clondalkin Village at 9.30am for start of local 
morning mass canvasses. 
 
Arrangements for Sunday 4

th
 November:  Meet at 

Rathcoole Church at 10am for start of local morning 
mass canvasses.  
 
I believe that our Branch has made a great start in our 
campaign for the Local and European Elections which 
will be held in June 2014 and I would like to take this 
opportunity to sincerely thank Branch members and friends who have come out each week since the 
6

th
 of September to help deliver leaflets and knock on doors and I especially thank volunteers for 

donning my newly branded red Labour jackets – “Cllr. Breeda Bonner - The Labour Party”  

 
Lorraine will keep Branch Members updated re weekly canvass schedule and with more details of the 
two Sunday morning canvasses via email and webtext reminders.   She can be contacted on 087-
9135357 or email lkoconnor@ericom.net 
 

Cllr. Bonner with AK, Susan & Dr. Safra 

Cllr. Bonner and Emer Costello MEP 
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Government Reforms to the Junior Cycle 
While I have some reservations to the recently announced reforms to 
the Junior Cycle I broadly welcome the radical which were recently 
announced by t he Minister for Education & Skills, Ruairi Quinn. 
 
It has been obvious for some time that the Junior Cycle is no longer fit 
for purpose, and over the past number of years there have been 
numerous failed attempts to reform it.  

The new Junior Cycle however, offers radical reforms that are badly 
needed. It takes the emphasis off learning by rote, and instead focuses 
more on the development of the student in a range of disciplines.  

A crucial element to this is the introduction of continual assessment, 
and the end to one major exam in each chosen subject at the end of 3

rd
 

year. The reforms will now see approximately 40% of marks in each subject being awarded for school 
based components. This takes the pressure off students who, from their first year in secondary 
school, are gearing themselves towards the Junior Certificate examinations. 

The current awarding of results will also be replaced with a new school certificate at the end of the 
three years Junior Cycle. 

 There will also be greater flexibility to what students can study, with a range of short courses in 
subjects such as Chinese, programming and digital media literacy, being made available.  

More attention will also be given to numeracy and literacy, which are not only the building blocks of 
learning but an area in which we have been identified as being behind our European counterparts. 

The reforms will be introduced on a phased basis beginning in 2014, and I look forward to them being 
implemented and for students reaping the rewards of these changes. 

 
Clondalkin Tidy Towns Celebration in GAA 
Round Towers Club 
In my September Newsletter I reported on the continued 

excellent work of the Clondalkin Tidy Towns Committee as 

well as the local Clean Up groups which are now well 

established throughout Clondalkin…and growing!   

The dedication and commitment of the volunteers were 

celebrated on the 27
th
 September in the GAA Round Towers 

Club.  

There was a fantastic turnout, with many 
residents groups represented. Groups of residents from St 
Brigid's, St. Patrick's, Monastery and Floraville were there, 
no doubt hoping that their estate would be the winners of the 
coveted best estate entrance prize.  
 
Some areas with newly established residents groups were also represented, Woodford, Riversdale, 
St Killian's / Orchard Road, Convent Road / St John's. It was great to see Clondalkin residents having 
such a great night out. 
 
Results of Best estate Entrance: St Patrick's Park, Best Front Garden: Murphy's, Castle Grove and 
finally Best Business Shop Front, The Laurels Pub.  Congratulations! 
 

Clondalkin Tidy Towns Award Recipients 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=minister+ruairi+quinn&view=detail&id=F20682DE80F2907E1C03737D8909E1F93AA286BA&FORM=IDFRIR
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South Dublin Community & Beautiful South Awards 
 

Another celebration and award 
ceremony was held last week at the 
Civic Theatre, Tallaght which saw the 
both the Clondalkin Tidy Towns and the 
Newcastle RAMS group (Retired Active 
Men’s Society) win the best community 
group in South Dublin County 2012. 
  
The award is in recognition of the 
outstanding contribution to the 
community, social, and environmental 
life of South Dublin County.  
 
I am delighted to be involved with the 
Tidy Towns and with targeted campaigns 
in estates around the Clondalkin area 
where residents are working together to 
improve their own areas. 
 
This work will continue over the coming 
months and I think that all of us who are 
involved know that this campaign will be 
long term.  

 

 
The Tidy Towns group meet at Tuthills car park every Tuesday at 6.30pm and 

at every Saturday at 10am. More volunteers welcome. 
  
Clondalkin Tidy Towns take o the Airwaves! 
 
Clondalkin Tidy Towns recently went 
live on West Dublin Access Radio - 
96fm.  The interview was hosted by 
Clondalkin resident and volunteer with 
96fm, Michael O’Connor.  
 
Michael interviewed Ronan Connolly, 
Chairperson of the Clondalkin Tidy 
Towns Committee, and Alpha Gassama 
from Clondalclean.   
 
Michael will be interviewing Alpha in a 
follow up interview to be broadcast on 
Wednesday 24

th
 October at 5pm.  Tune 

into 96fm or log onto www.wdar.ie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recipients of the Best Community Group 
In South Dublin County 

Alpha Gassama, Michael O’Connor & Ronan Connolly in the 
96fm radio station – West Dublin Access Radio 
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Woodford Clean Up 
 

Due to the darker evenings the Woodford 
Weekly Clean Up group are now meeting every 
week on Wednesday at 12 noon.  No stopping 
them!   
 
If you live in Woodford and would like to lend a 
hand please come along - all new volunteers 
welcome! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Redundant telephone boxes in Clondalkin Village 
The issue of the redundant telephone boxes in Clondalkin 
village was identified as one of the priorities of the 
Clondalkin Tidy Towns group earlier this year. Requests 
were made by the group to South Dublin County Council to 
organise their removal as they were an eyesore and a 
health and safety hazard. One is located on the main street 
opposite the Steering Wheel and the other is on New Road 
outside the Laurels. There is very little demand for 
telephone boxes nowadays and these structures had been 
let fall into disrepair over recent years. In other parts of the 
county, such telephone boxes had been removed at the 
request of local tidy towns groups. 
 
Council officials seemed fairly hopeful that the removal of 
the telephone boxes in Clondalkin could be organised 
before the visit of the Tidy Towns judges in July. However, 
sometime in June, the story changed and now it appeared 
that Smart Telecom had decided to upgrade and refurbish 
the two telephone booths. To a certain extent, that 
refurbishment has happened, and there is a working 
telephone at one location, and an attempt to make the 
kiosks more presentable. 
 
So the population of Clondalkin should be grateful to Smart 
telecom? I don’t think so. Methinks that public service is not 
the motivation for their work. I would suspect that Smart 
Telecom hopes to pass these telephone kiosks off as 
viable and in working order so that they can apply to use them as on-street advertising hoardings. 
Perhaps I am wrong, and they are responding to a new demand among the citizens of Clondalkin to 
use phone boxes instead of their mobiles. How have these citizens managed over the last few years 
when these phone boxes were allowed to fall into disrepair? 
 
I support the calls of the Tidy Towns committee to have these redundant telephone kiosks removed 
from the streets 

 

Cllr. Bonner with members of the 
Woodford Clean Up Group 

One of the unsightly phone booths in 

Clondalkin Village 
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Rambleaid 5k Walk 

 
I was delighted to take part in the recent Rambleaid 5k walk 
in Corkagh Park.  This was the third in a series of walks 
which were held during the month of September in an effort 
to raise money towards the purchase of defibrillators for local 
sports clubs.  
 
The first two 5k walks took place in Griffeen Park, Lucan and 
Tymon Park, Tallaght.  
 
Participants on the walk in Corkagh Park included runners, 
joggers, walkers, cyclists and wheelchairs, a truly inclusive 
community event! Well done to everyone involved! 

 

 
 

 
 

Clondalkin Walk & Talk Group (formerly 

known as the Lovely Labour Ladies Walking Group) 
continues to meet every Friday at 9.30am in Corkagh 
Park.  The group meet at the car park near the St. 
John’s estate entrance at 9.30am, members and non 
members welcomed to come along for a chat and 
stroll in our beautiful Corkagh Park.  Contact Lorraine 
@ 087-9135357 if you are interested in joining. 

 
Walking Group 
I was very disappointed that the trip I organised to 
Howth on Sunday 30

th
 November was unable to take 

place due to the very poor weather forecast. I hope to 
organise another walk in the near future.   
 
In the meantime I continue to encourage constituents 
to use our beautiful public amenities which include the 
Dublin Mountain Way, Corkagh Park and the Canal 

Walk to name but a few. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr. Bonner enjoying the amenities of South 

County Dublin 

Cllr. Bonner raises the Heineken cup at the Rambleaid 5k 

walk in Corkagh Park 
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Mental Health Week 
I was delighted to support Mental Health Awareness Week and included daily 
updates on my Facebook Page re local events which took place throughout 
Clondalkin. 

 
 

 
Upcoming Events 
 

Gaeilgeoirí Chluain Dolcáin 

This group is seeking to provide the opportunity 
for people to use the Irish that they have and have 
already hosted a number of events since my last 
Newsletter which have taken place together on 
the third Friday of each month. 
 
Remaining events for the rest of October and 
November are as follows: 
 
Deire Fómhair 19 (October 19

th
)    

Get together in the downstairs Bar in the Laurels. 
Samhain 23 (November 23

rd
) 

Music Session in Áras Chrónáin. 

 
Towards the end of September, there was a special event in Áras Chrónáin to honour the 
contribution of Proinsias Ó hAilín. Any of us who grew up in Clondalkin will know that Proinsias was 
central to the Irish language and cultural movement in Clondalkin. Déagóirí Chrónain was a huge part 
of our youth! The establishment of the bunscoileanna and of Coláiste Chillian followed and of course 
Áras Chrónáin.  
 
It was great to see Proinsias honoured. There were several presentations, including a specially 
commissioned silver and bog oak ogham plaque created by Dougal Hazel.  
 
Comhghairdeas to all who organised the event and comhghairdeas speisialta do Phroinsias.  
 
 
 

Recent Council Motions 
You can access all Council Motions & Questions by 
logging onto the South Dublin County Council website 
www.sdcc.ie.  It is also possible to register your own 
queries by using the online system.  Simply go to the 
SDCC website, click on Customer Care and Fixmystreet.ie 

 

Council Queries: 
Apart from regular representations which I make on behalf 
of constituents the following items were amongst the main 
issues which I addressed over the last month and included 
the proposed installation of a footpath on the Nangor Road, 
the planned Skate park at the Clondalkin Leisure Centre 
and my support for the Community Safety For a. 

http://www.sdcc.ie/
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Installation of Footpath on the Nangor Road 
I have recently called on South Dublin County Council to act immediately to ensure that the planned 
footpath on the Nangor Road between the Mill Centre and Coláiste Chillian is installed without delay.  
 
I was co opted to the council in March 2011 and the first motion I proposed to the Clondalkin area 
committee was to ask for a footpath to be installed at this location as a matter of urgency. 
 
I pointed out that the pupils of the Naoínra and Gaelscoil Chluain Dolcáin and of Coláiste Chillian as 
well as other pedestrians were forced to walk along the stretch of the Nangor Road between the Mill 
Centre and the schools on the roadway because of the absence of a path at this location. The 
extreme risk to the safety of pedestrians here was accepted by the council and plans were made to 
address the issue. 
 
The first proposal involved a one way system on this section of the road and following a lot of 
objections from traders this was abandoned. The proposal now being worked on is to widen the 
roadway by incorporating some land at the CPM pitch and Putt Club. This will allow for a new footpath 
to be installed on the opposite side of the road. I understand that this proposal has got the green light 
from club members and I am grateful that they have taken the safety of pedestrians into account. I 
would urge the council to now proceed with the plans as quickly as possible as we are once again 
coming into the shorter days. 
 
The school children are particularly vulnerable when they are walking to and from school in semi 
darkness. There have been several accidents and many near misses at this location. That is why I 
have once again tabled a motion about this issue and I would urge the council to get the footpath 
installed as soon as possible. 
 
 
 
 
 

Planned Skate Park at Sports & Leisure Centre in Clondalkin Village 
 

I have welcomed the announcement by South 
Dublin County Council for a planned Skate park at 
the Sports and Leisure Centre in Clondalkin Village.  
 
There has been a demand over the last few years 
for a skate park to be established in Clondalkin. 
Skateboarding is a very popular activity, but up to 
now there has been nowhere for those involved in 
the sport to exercise their activity. Indeed, many 
residents of Clondalkin were concerned about the 
fact that skateboarding was taking place in public 
places such as the Plaza in front of the civic offices 
or in the yard of the Catholic Church in the village.  

 
Hopefully the establishment of a proper skate park will put an end to skateboarding in places where it 
can be a danger to pedestrians. 
 
The location of the skate park beside the All Weather pitches in Clondalkin Sports and leisure centre 
is very appropriate in that it is a very central location and accessible to all parts of Clondalkin. It will 
also be convenient for families who use the Sports and Leisure Centre for other sports. Skate parks 
have been established in other areas and have been a great success. I must congratulate the parks 
department of South Dublin County Council for its work to date on this project and I hope that the 
project proceeds without delay. 
 
 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=skate+park+clondalkin&view=detail&id=DA187AC824EA7A82E26D27A6F69D9EB344236AF6&FORM=IDFRIR
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Support for Safety Fora 
I tabled a motion at the meeting of 
South Dublin County Council on 
Monday 8

th
 October which urged the 

relevant ministers to find the funding to 
enable the (community safety) Fora to 
continue. 
 
These Fora do excellent work in our 
disadvantaged communities. I am very 
familiar with the work of the North 
Clondalkin Community Safety forum 
which serves the Ronanstown area and 
the South West Clondalkin Community Safety Forum which serves the Bawnogue area. These Fora 
work to link in with the local Gardai and South Dublin County Council with the local communities. 
They help to build bridges between all the agencies working in the area and with families. The effect 
of their work has been that social problems can be addressed at a much earlier stage eg issues like 
anti social behaviour, littering and dumping, law and order issues. All of these can be worked on. In 
fact the Community Safety Fora, sometimes also called “Estate Management Committees”, have 
probably saved the council and the government lots of money over the years because their work has 
served to prevent a lot of problems from happening in the first place. 
 
Great praise is due to Billy Coman of the Housing Department in South Dublin Council. He has 
worked tirelessly to try to source alternative funding for the Fora and organised a once-off allocation 
from the council to keep the Fora running to the end of the year. However, the end of year deadline is 
fast approaching and I am very worried that the good work done by these organisations will be lost. 
 
My motion was unanimously passed by the councillors at Monday’s council meeting. I am very 
pleased that the motion got such support. I am sure too that those who work on the Fora were 
heartened by the number of councillors who spoke after me and who articulated so passionately their 
support and their appreciation. That support will be formally conveyed to the ministers who would 
have an interest in the work done by the Fora as a result of the motion being passed together with a 
request that these ministers find the funding required and mainstream it. 
 
However, I would urge the people who live in the communities served by the Fora and who know how 
valuable their work is to contact their local TDs. Those TDs need to know that these Fora are 
important enough for them to contact the relevant ministers to lobby for the required funding. If the 
TDs don’t hear about the Fora, I suppose they’ll think that they’re not valued by their communities. So 
please lobby your TDs! That’s how our democracy works. In these very difficult times, only those 
organisations which are judged to be essential will continue to be funded. If communities value their 
safety Fora, they need to make sure that their TDs know about it. 
 
 
 
 
Apart from my regular weekly clinic at the Civic Offices in Clondalkin every Wednesday at 4pm I have 
also attended the following meetings during the month of September: 
 

 Collinstown Safety Fora Meeting on the 18
th
 September  

 Clondalkin area committee on September 19
th
 September.   

 You can view all Questions, Motions and their relevant Replies and Responses on this link: 

 http://www.sdublincoco.ie/sdcc/departments/corporate/apps/cmas/viewmeetingagenda.aspx?i
d=945 

 Traffic Management meeting on September 20
th
  

 Housing SPC on September 24
th
  

 

 

 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=clondalkin+safety+fora&view=detail&id=AA4020455B5E4053A1711A6ED5E82D749C4FD859&FORM=IDFRIR
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My Contact Details 
Please feel free to contact me re any comment or query you have.  The best way of getting 
in touch with me is by phoning me on my mobile.  My mobile number is 087-4132627.  
Please leave a message or send me a text and I will get back to you as soon as possible.  
My email addresses bbonner@sdublincoco.ie.  My Clinic is every Wednesday at 4pm in The 
Civic Offices, Clondalkin. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Keep in touch with local updates and view my regular  
Press Releases by visiting my Facebook Page   

Cllr Breeda Bonner 
 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=facebook&view=detail&id=AD7D17BFD74CABC02E919BDF1179325AB6F5188C&FORM=IDFRIR

