
 

1 | P a g e  
 

Newsletter & Report 
Cllr. Breeda Bonner 
November 2012 
 

 
Children’s Rights Referendum Canvass 
 

Over the last month I have organised a number of 
Sunday morning canvasses in support of the 
Children’s Rights Referendum.  These canvasses 
have taken place throughout the different parishes 
in and around Clondalkin and have included 
Clondalkin Village, Clonburris, Woodford, 
Deansrath, Newcastle, Rathcoole and Saggart.  
Supporting a YES vote has also enabled me to 
maintain a visible presence throughout the 
constituency. Thank you to Branch Members who 
have supported me during these canvasses.  I am 
also grateful to fellow Labour colleagues, Robert 
Dowds TD and Emer Costello MEP who have 
joined me during the campaign.  
 
 

 
Ongoing Weekly Local Election 2014 Canvass 
As well as organising canvasses for the upcoming 
referendum I continue with my weekly Local Election 2014 
Campaign.  Since September these canvass/leaflet drops 
have taken place every Thursday with volunteers meeting at 
7.30pm and targeting estates throughout Clondalkin.  To date 
my new leaflet “Labour-Standing Up for Low Paid 
Workers” has been widely distributed.  This leaflet has 
proved very informative to people and I have received a huge 
amount of queries as a direct result of my weekly door to 
door contact. 
 
With the darker evenings now here the weekly 
canvass/leaflets drops will now take place one morning every 
week with evening canvasses resuming again in early spring.  
I will continue to target estates with information leaflets as 
well as letters which will address particular issues affecting 
individual areas. If you are free any week day morning and 
would like to join my team please contact Lorraine @ 087-
9135357. Volunteers are welcome to work as part of an 
organised schedule or may choose to work in small groups 
to suit their own free time and availability. Lorraine will 
update members via email and webtext reminders.   
 
 
 

Cllr. Bonner with Emer Costello MEP during the most recent 

canvass on behalf of the Children’s Rights Referendum 

Cllr. Bonner on the weekly canvass trail with 

Clondalkin Branch and DMW Women’s 

Officer, Pamela Corrigan and Clondalkin 

Branch Secretary, Martin Rowan. 
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Improved School Retention Rates 
Show Need to Protect DEIS System 

 As a local DEIS primary school principal I 
welcome the Report on Retention Rates of 
Pupils in Second Level Schools which was 
published by the Department of Education on 
the 8

th
 November.  The report shows that there 

is improved retention-rates in Irish secondary 
schools which proves that once again the need 
for protection of resources in DEIS schools.  

What is most encouraging about the figures released in the report is that school retention rates in our 
most disadvantaged schools have improved most of all. For those who entered second level in 2001 
to 2006, the average Leaving Certificate retention rate in DEIS schools increased substantially, from 
68.2% to 80.1%.  
 
Much of the credit must go to individual teachers, principals and school leaders who have worked 
tirelessly with parents to improve attendance and school drop-out rates. Supports from the DEIS 
programme, the School Completion Programme (SCP) and the Home Community School Liaison 
(HCSL) scheme all play a part in encouraging young people to remain in school until the Leaving 
Certificate. The development of the Leaving Certificate Applied has also ensured that students with 
different talents and abilities can express themselves within the school system and remain in school 
longer.  
 
It is clear therefore, that the statistics are going in the right direction; however there is absolutely no 
room for complacency and a number of key measures must be taken in the coming period:  
 

• The protection of schemes such as DEIS, HSCL and SCP that have proven to be so 
successful  

•  
Acknowledgement of the crucial role of individual teachers in making the school life 
more attractive for young people within the structures of the Croke Park agreement  

•  
The roll-out of the new Junior Cycle proposals which will make different strategies of 
teaching and learning central in second-level schools  

•  
The expansion over time of Leaving Cert Applied  

 
From my experience as a primary school principal, I can see that the investment which DEIS gives to 
children while in early education is paying off huge dividends in later life. These statistics are the proof 
that we can help many children from difficult backgrounds to have a better quality of life if we invest in 
them as children. 

 
 

 
 

A full copy of the report is available on the Department of Education & 
Skills website www.education.ie 

 
 
 
 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=deis+schools&view=detail&id=0D476FC71BA4B477F77BEFD41C58D0E1C61B0E73&FORM=IDFRIR
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Pride of Place Awards 2012 
The communities of Clondalkin and 
Newcastle are celebrating this week 
because both places have been honoured 
by being awarded prestigious runners up 
prizes in the National Pride of Place 
Awards. The awards were announced in a 
ceremony in Limerick at the weekend. 
Clondalkin Tidy Towns group were 
runners up in the award for communities 
with population of over 2,000. This was a 
really spectacular achievement. The 
judges visited Clondalkin during the 
summer and were struck by the great work 
being done in Clondalkin Village by the 
Tidy Towns group. They couldn’t believe 
that the group is only in existence since 
last March.  
 
This coveted prize is a just reward for the 
work of the Tidy Towns group. We have 

made such huge progress in such a short time and have succeeded in restoring pride in our village. It 
is fitting that this achievement has been recognised by the Pride of Place Committee. The Clondalkin 
Tidy Towns Committee’s work has been recognised locally, at county council level and now on a 
national level. This award will give the group the incentive to continue with the work that has been 
started. 
 

The award was collected on behalf of the group by its chairman Ronan Connolly, who was 
accompanied to the ceremony in Limerick by committee member Kathleen Gill and Secretary Marie 
Kearney. Ronan expressed his delight at receiving the ward. “We are all over the moon here. Well 
done to all who have worked so hard” he said. 
 

Another local group, 
The RAMS (Retired 
Active Men’s Society) in 
Newcastle also picked 
up runners up award at 
the ceremony in 
Limerick. The Retired 
Active Men’s Society 
does fantastic work in 
Newcastle and has a 
membership of eighty or 
more men who meet on 
a weekly basis and their 
projects include the 
mapping of the local 
graveyard, planting 
projects in the school 
grounds, environmental 

improvement works in 
the village and most 
importantly lots of social 
and educational activities for their members. I’m not surprised that the RAMS have been honoured 
and recognised with a pride of place award. I visited them a few times at the invitation of Matt Dowling, 
one of the organisers. Every parish needs a RAMS group and Newcastle is so lucky to have this great 
group in their village. Comhghairdeas to them for representing the Dubs so well in Limerick! 
 

Marie Kearney, Secretary, Clondalkin Tidy Towns, Kathleen Gill & 

Ronan Connolly, Chairperson of Clondalkin Tidy Towns 

Máire Ní Dhomhnaill from south Dublin County Council with Michael Maher, Ray O Haire 

& Matt Dowling of RAMS receiving their award in Limerick 
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Máire Ní Dhomhnaill from south Dublin County Council expressed her delight at the outcome of the 
awards ceremony. She has supported the work of Clondalkin Tidy Towns and RAMS and she is 
happy that their work has been recognised on a national level.  
 

Due to the darker evenings the following new clean up schedule is  
in place until further notice: 

 
The Clondalkin Tidy Towns group meet at Tuthills car park every  

Saturday & Sunday mornings at 10am.   
 

The Woodford Clean Up continues every week on Wednesday at 11am  
meeting at the green behind Boomers Pub. 

 
NEW VOLUNTEERS WELCOME! 

  
Social Inclusion Week 
Social Inclusion Week started on Monday 5

th
 

November and runs until the 12
th
 November. Ag 

Laghdú an Eisiaimh, an Bhochtaineacht agus na 
hÉagothroime i gC ontae Bhaile Átha Cliath Theas.   
 
Social Inclusion is “the process which ensures that 
those at risk of poverty and social exclusion gain 
the opportunities and resources necessary to 
participate fully in economic, social and cultural life 
and enjoy a standard of living and well being that is 
considered normal in the society in which they live”. 
 
(Joint Report by the Commission and the Council 
on Social Inclusion, Office for Official Publications 
of the European Union) 
 
While Social Inclusion Week 2012 is almost finished now there are still events up until the 12

th
 

November which are well worth checking out.  Full details of events up to the 12
th
 November are 

available via a link on my Facebook Page or alternatively on the South Dublin County Council website 
www.sdcc.ie 

 
 

Recent Events 
Clondalkin Labour Party Branch Centenary 
Meeting 
I was delighted to attend a special Centenary Meeting 
to celebrate 100 years of the Labour Party on the 15

th
 

October. The meeting was hosted by the Clondalkin 
Labour Party Branch with special guest speakers 
Senator Ivana Bacik and Conor Ryan, Chairperson of 
Labour Youth. Both guests addressed attendees with a 
presentation on “100 Years of Labour”. 
 

 
 
 

Cllr. Breeda Bonner with Senator Ivana Bacik 
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“From The Monastery to the 
Boot” – Book Launch 
 
I was honoured to attend the book 
launch of "From the Monastery to the 
Boot" - a bicentennial History of The 
Monastery School (St. Joseph's BNS) 
Clondalkin 1813-2013 written by Gerard 
Flanagan with Malachy McVeigh & 
Thomas Keogh.  The launch was held on 
the Louis Fitzgerald Hotel on the 18

th
 

October with standing room only so 
many people turned up to honour Gerry, 
Malachy and Tommy and included past 
and present pupils of St. Joseph’s BNS. 
The book, which would make an ideal 
Christmas present costs €20 and is 
available from St. Joseph’s BNS, Boot 
Road. All proceeds from sales go towards 
the funding of learning support in St. 
Joseph’s BNS. 
 

 
Intercultural Event 
An Intercultural Evening of Music and 
Ethnic Cuisine was held on Tuesday 
23rd October in Aras Chrónain. The 
event was hosted by the Clondalkin 
Intercultural Centre.  Guests were 
entertained by the Intercultural choir 
which was followed by an array of 
ethnic food tasting presented by 
members of the centre.   
 
The Centre was also involved in the 
recent launch of Embers of Words, an 
Irish Anthology of Migrant Poetry, 
which was held in The Irish Writers 
Centre.  Ziad Salid, a prominent and 
active member of the Clondalkin 
Intercultural Centre, has been chosen 

to join a group of other migrants who will 
join President Michael D Higgins in 
December when Embers of Words will 
be officially launched by the President in 
Aras an Uachtaráin. 

 
As part of Social Inclusion Week the Intercultural Centre will host another event: The Irish – 
Ukrainian Cultural Exchange Night in Áras Chrónain on Friday 9

th
 November from 8pm until 

midnight.  The Intercultural Centre in association with Aras Chrónain have organised this dynamic 
event. The event will bring two different cultures together for an evening of music, dance, song, food 
and lots more! 
 

Cllr. Bonner & Joanna Tuffy TD gets their copy of From the 

Monastery to the Boot signed by Tommy Keogh 

Cllr. Bonner celebrating an evening of music and ethnic cuisine in Aras 

Chrónain with Nadia Tamemmi 
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Monthly Local Car Boot Sale & Market  
A monthly Car Boot Sale & Market took place 
in Steering Wheel Clondalkin last Saturday 
November 3

rd
 from 9am to 1pm and was a 

huge success.  The organisers hope to make 
this a regular event.  Breakfast, tea and 
coffee available.  Tables cost €10 euro.  I 
urge people to come along and support this 
new initiative in the heart of Clondalkin and 
grab a bargain in the process!  A great place 
to start your Christmas shopping! 

 
 
 
 

 
Upcoming Local Events 
The Mic Christopher Festival – 23rd & 24th November 
The Mic Christopher Festival was created to give young songwriters and musicians from Clondalkin 
an opportunity to showcase their talent. This is the second year of the festival (formerly known as The 
Heyday Festival). This year’s event takes place on November 23rd & 24th in Aras Chrónain 

Clondalkin. Friday 23rd will see a number of Clondalkin songwriters and 
bands perform their own songs with two acts being chosen on the night to 
perform again on Saturday 24th and a chance to win our perpetual trophy 
along with some other great prizes.  Saturday 24th will be a celebration in 
memory of Mic with performances by the winners from Friday night along 
with friends of Mic's. Tickets for Saturday night will go on sale on Friday 
next, November 9th and will be available from Loza Wool Monastery 
Shopping Centre Clondalkin and Aras Chrónain. For anyone who missed 
last year's event be warned.....tickets sold out very quickly and once 
they're gone the venue is full so get your tickets early. For further details 
contact us here or email heydayfestival@gmail.com 

 
 

Gaeilgeoirí Chluain Dolcáin 

This group is seeking to provide the opportunity 
for people to use the Irish that they have and 
have already hosted a number of events since 
my last Newsletter which have taken place 
together on the third Friday of each month. 
 
I was delighted to attend a recent Irish 
performance of Salomé which was held in the 
Civic Theatre on the 19

th
 October.  A bus 

transported the group from Aras an Chrónain to 
the Civic Theatre for an evening of culture and 
entertainment which was thoroughly enjoyed! 
Thank you to all concerned for organising the 
trip. 
 
For updates on events in Aras Chrónain log 
onto: wwwaraschronain.ie 
 

Michelle Hickey modeling her fluffy boxing gloves. 

Just one of the hundreds of items on her table 

http://www.facebook.com/TheMicChristopherFestival
mailto:heydayfestival@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=4466996367469&set=a.4466987327243.167515.1666609149&type=1&relevant_count=1
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On your bike!  Cllr. Breeda Bonner freewheeling in 
Clondalkin Village! 

 

Annual Craft Fair 
The Annual Craft Fair, which is held every December in Áras 
Chrónáin is always the perfect way to kick start the festive spirit!  
The hall will be filled with stalls, all decorated with Christmas 
tinsel and lights and displaying an array of handmade gifts and 
crafts.  Artists come from all over to sell their wares; ranging 
from ceramics to handmade jewellery. 
 
I encourage people to come along on the 9

th
 December and get 

a taste of Christmas! 
 
Stall may still be available to rent.  For further details contact 
Áras Chrónain Irish Cultural Centre, Watery Lane, Orchard Road, 
Clondalkin, Dublin 22. 
 
T: +353-1-4574847 
F: +353-1-4574117 
E: eolas@araschronain.ie 
 

 
 

Bicycle Parking in Clondalkin 
At the October Clondalkin Area Committee I raised a Motion on the issue of facilities for bicycle 
parking in Clondalkin. 
 
I pointed out that there were hardly any facilities for bicycle parking in the greater Clondalkin area and 
stated that as a cyclist myself; I find it very frustrating that it is nearly impossible to find a place to park 
your bike in Clondalkin. I try to cycle to work and to meetings and to the shops etc, but the lack of 
proper bicycle parking facilities makes this very difficult. I have been contacted by many residents 
about this issue, most recently by staff in Ronanstown Youth Service who pointed out the complete 
lack of bicycle parking in the North Clondalkin area. 
 
I raised this issue before with the council and was 
always disappointed with the response. However, at 
the most recent Clondalkin Area Committee I felt that 
this time it appeared that funding has been sourced 
from the NTA who are actively trying to encourage the 
investment in cycling infrastructure, and the manager 
was able to assure me that more bicycle parking would 
be provided in the Clondalkin area in the very near 
future. 
 
I actively encourage more people to get on their bikes! 
There has been huge investment in cycle paths and 
cycling really is a great form of transport. It costs 
nothing after the initial investment, for short journeys 
it’s often faster than using the car and it has the added 
benefit of being good for us! If you haven’t used the 
canal greenway, which stretches from Lucan all the 
way into town get on your bike and try it out.  
 
From Clondalkin into the city is a pleasant, relaxing cycle of half an hour or so. There’s also a newly 
opened, dedicated cycle track in Corkagh Park and plenty of cycle paths all over the county. Hopefully 
the promised provision of cycle parking around Clondalkin will help to encourage even more people to 
get on their bikes. I have to commend the council for the priority they have given to the promotion of 
cycling as a real alternative to the car.  A Press Statement which I issued by published by a number of 
local newspapers. 
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Access Council Motions & Questions: 
You can access all Council Motions & Questions by logging onto the South Dublin County Council 
website www.sdcc.ie. Simply click on “Your Council”, and then click on “Council Meetings”. 
 
It is also possible to register your own queries by using the online system.  Simply go to the SDCC 
website (details above), click on Customer Care and Fixmystreet.ie 
 
The following is a copy of my Motions and Questions which I raised at the recent Clondalkin Area 
Committee on the 17

th
 October. 

 
Motion no.  21 (Roads):  
That the Manager presents a report on the facilities in 
the Clondalkin area for bicycle parking. While the 
Neilstown shops has been pointed out as having no 
facilities at all for bicycle parking, there is hardly any 
bicycle parking facilities in the whole electoral area. Can 
a commitment be made to plan for better provision? 
 
Report: 
It is intended that cycle stands be provided at suitable 
locations in the County these will be funded through a 
grant from the NTA. Locations being considered in the 
Clondalkin area include Bawnogue, Deansrath, 
Clondalkin Town Centre, Neilstown, Ronanstown, 
Balgaddy, and Corkagh Park. The cycle stands will be 
provided mostly at areas where there is a possibility of 
passive surveillance e.g. areas of high use, community 
centres, libraries, civic centre’s etc. 

Motion no. 14 (Environment):  
Could the Manager present a report on the unoccupied houses in St Brigid's Cottages, Naas Rd, 
Clondalkin with particular regard to the inspections that were to be carried out under the derelict sites 
act. 
 
Report: 
Following report to the September meeting of this Committee, an inspection of the unoccupied houses 
identified in St. Brigid's Cottages was carried out by the Council's Inspector. 
 
The Inspector's findings in each case was that the unoccupied properties were deemed to be non-
derelict pursuant to the provisions of the Derelict Sites Act l990. However, the Inspector 
recommended that certain remedial works be carried out by the owners of each of the unoccupied 
properties to prevent them from becoming derelict.  
 
The Council's Enforcement and Licensing Division, Environmental Services Department is in course 
of writing to the owners of each of the properties asking them to undertake the remedial works in line 
with the recommendation of the Council's Inspector. 
 
Question no. 4 (Environment): 
The laneway beside Rye Cottage on Boot Road in Clondalkin is a source of constant annoyance to 
residents. There is a lot of dumping and there is a big problem with graffiti and weed etc. To ask the 
Manager can an action plan be put in place to tackle this eyesore? 
 
Reply: 
The property Rye Cottage is currently vacant and has been deemed derelict pursuant to the 
provisions of the Derelict Sites Act l96l. Estate Agents acting on behalf of the owners of the property 
have confirmed that the property has recently been sold with transaction to be completed within a 
period of eight to ten no. weeks. 
In the interim, the Council's Cleansing Unit has been requested to arrange an early clean up of the 
laneway adjoining this property. 

http://www.sdcc.ie/
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Apart from my regular weekly clinic at the Civic Offices in Clondalkin every Wednesday at 4pm I have 
also attended the number of other meetings during the month of October/November, the following of 
which is only a sample: 
 

 Clondalkin Area Committee  

 Council meeting  

 Joint Policing Committee Meeting 

 Environment SPC meeting 

 Site meeting at St. Bridget’s Cottages 

 Community Policing Forum 
 

 

My Contact Details 
Please feel free to contact me re any comment or query you have.  The best 
way of getting in touch with me is by phoning me on my mobile.  My mobile 
number is 087-4132627.  Please leave a message or send me a text and I will 
get back to you as soon as possible.  My email addresses 
bbonner@sdublincoco.ie.  My Clinic is every Wednesday at 4pm in The Civic 
Offices, Clondalkin. 

 
 

 
All my Newsletters are available on my Labour Webpage. 

  Go to http://www.labour.ie/breedabonner/  
& click on “Local Newsletters”. 

A link to my Newsletter is also available on my  
Facebook Page Cllr Breeda Bonner 

 
 
 

If you wish to sign up to receive my Newsletter please email your request to me @ 
bbonner@sdublincoco.ie 

 
Keep in touch with local updates/events/press statements  

By visiting my Facebook Page Cllr Breeda Bonner 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.labour.ie/breedabonner/
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=facebook&view=detail&id=AD7D17BFD74CABC02E919BDF1179325AB6F5188C&FORM=IDFRIR
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=mobile+phone&view=detail&id=EFEEB70B088D23EF541969F48D0CF92F98B792AB&FORM=IDFRIR
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