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Nollaig Shona Agus Athbhliain Shuaimhneach Dibh Go Léir 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish the people of Dublin Mid West a happy Christmas and peaceful 
New Year.  While our country and its people continue to endure very difficult personal situations in this 
climate of recession, I am heartened as a Councillor and native of Clondalkin to have witnessed a re-igniting of 
community spirit throughout Dublin Mid West over the last 12 months.  I have no doubt that this energy and 
commitment for local change and community development will continue to grow over the coming year.  I 
assure you of my support and look forward to serving you as your Labour Councillor in 2013. 
 
 
Old Folks Christmas Party 
I was delighted to attend the annual Old Folks Christmas Party which was held this year in the Laurels Pub.  The 
party was organised by some of the Home Help staff from Clondalkin and gave everyone an opportunity to 
enjoy a social evening with some of the people that they care for.  
 
A lovely meal was served and I must commend Damian and the staff of the Laurels for supporting this event.  A 
highlight of the evening was a performance of Christmas Carols by the Unison World Choir. This choir is based 
in Clondalkin and is directed by Anna Shobina.  
 
The choir has members from fifteen ethnic groups. They sang a medley of Christmas carols, including a 
multilingual rendition of Silent Night.  Santa arrived in time to thank the choir for their performance and gifts 
were distributed.  

 
I must commend Mary Monaghan and her team of 
organisers who did such a great job in organising this 
lovely evening.  I am very aware of the great work that 
is being done by Mary Brennan and her team of home 
helps in Clondalkin. I know that many families are 
enabled to keep their loved ones at home because of 
the excellent care that is given by home helps. They 
are very much the unsung heroes of the Health 
Service, and I know that all of them like to do their 
work in a quiet and unassuming fashion. Their work is, 
however, very much appreciated by their clients and 
their families and the work of home helps, week in 
week out, truly epitomises the real meaning of 
Christmas.  Rath Dé ar an obair agus go raibh míle 
maith agaibh go léir. 

 

 

Cllr. Breeda Bonner with Mary Monaghan 
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Clondalkin Tidy Towns Christmas Party 
The Clondalkin Tidy Towns held their Christmas Party on the 7

th
 

December.  There was a great turnout in the Round Towers GAA 
Club on the night.  I was delighted to meet with Alpha Gassama 
to congratulate him on his certificate which he received at the 
recent Volunteer Ireland Awards in recognition of his voluntary 
work in Clondalkin. I wish all the members of the Clondalkin 
Tidy Towns the very best of luck with their endeavours in 2013! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The Clondalkin Tidy Towns is just one successful local imitative 
which epitomises the positive effort of locals who have worked 
hard during 2012 to develop a strong community spirit.  They 
continue to meet every weekend on Saturday & Sunday mornings 
at 10am. Photographed here are Tommy and Fran putting the 
finishing touches to their DIY paint job on the walls outside of 
Moyle Park College. This wall once covered in ivy and buddleia had 
been overgrown but through the hard work of Tommy and Fran a 
beautiful gateway was revealed and has now been restored to its 
former glory!  
 
The Woodford Clean Up Group also continues to meet every 
week on Wednesday at 12noon.   This group, together with other 
clean up groups throughout Clondalkin was established during 

the year and have shown amazing commitment, despite the Irish weather, to continue with their 
endeavours which have resulted in a cleaner and more beautiful environment as well as a reduction in fly 
tipping and illegal dumping.  Volunteers of the Woodford Clean up Group meet at the green located behind 
Boomers Pub. New volunteers are always welcome! 

 
 

Supporting Local Business   
Newlands Garden Centre  
Newlands Garden Centre hosted a number of weekly “how to” 
evenings during the months of November/December when 
guests were treated to an array of “Christmas themed” displays 
and demonstrations.  All praise goes to Deirdre who made this 
beautiful flower display during the “how to do your own 
Christmas Floral Table Arrangement” which was held on 22nd 
November. I'm delighted to support such a great local business. 

 
 
 
 

 

Cllr. Bonner enjoying the Flower Arranging 

Demonstration at Newlands Garden Centre 

Cllr. Bonner congratulating Alpha on receipt 

of his award 

 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=380012862082453&set=a.162296943854047.41712.100002212280370&type=1&relevant_count=1
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Monthly Indoor Market  
This monthly Indoor Market which is 
held in the Steering Wheel Clondalkin 
has now been up and running since 
Saturday 3

rd
 November.  It is hoped that 

the market will become a regular 
monthly event in 2013.  Tables cost €10 
euro.  For further details or to book a 
table contact Mary Monaghan at 087-
1481221. 
 
 

 

Social Inclusion Week  
Ukrainian-Irish Night 
A Ukrainian-Irish Night was held on the 9th 
November as part of Social Inclusion Week. The 
event brought two cultures together for an 
evening of music, dance, song and food and 
was enjoyed by locals together with members 
from the Clondalkin Interculture Centre.  The 
Centre has held a series of culture nights over 
the past year and promise more dynamic 
gatherings for 2013 including an Iraqi evening 
so I look forward to sampling the fine culture, 
music and food from Iraq. 

 
Welcome to our new Irish Citizens! 

I would like to congratulate our friends from the Clondalkin 
Interculture Centre who recently received their Irish Citizenship 
Certificates at a ceremony which was held in the Convention Centre 
earlier this month.  Dr. Safra Alshamari and Ziad Salih were amongst 
over 3,500 people who took part in citizenship ceremonies when they 
were presented with certificates of naturalisation. Since the new 
government decisions on almost 38,000 applications were made. Last 
year 11,000 citizenship certificates were issued. 
 

 
 

 
Later on the same day Ziad Salih, together with 
members from the migrant community were 
invited by President Michael D Higgins to launch 
their book, Embers of Words, an Irish Anthology 
of Migrant Poetry. 

 
 
 
 

Dr. Safra Alshamari with her Certificate 

of Naturalisation 

Ziad Salih with President Michael D Higgins at 

the launch of Embers of Words 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=389692511114488&set=a.389692334447839.92916.100002212280370&type=1&relevant_count=2
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Ongoing Weekly Local Election 2014 Campaign 

My weekly Local Election 2014 Campaign 
which was established at the beginning of 
September continues in earnest with the 
transition to a morning canvass/leaflet drop 
until the brighter evenings return. The Weekly 
Morning Canvass Team was established with 
volunteers meeting every Monday morning at 
12noon to deliver leaflets and letters which 
address particular issues affecting residents in 
different estates throughout Clondalkin. 
Volunteers have now completed delivery to all 
houses in the Woodford area and will resume 
again in the New Year. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all Branch Members and friends who have 
supported my Local Election 2014 Campaign 

which began on the 5
th

 September.  If you are free on Monday mornings for an hour and would like to join my 
team please contact Lorraine @ 087-9135357. Volunteers are welcome to work as part of an organised 
schedule or choose to work in small groups or on their own to suit their own time and availability. Lorraine will 
update members via email and webtext reminders.   
 
 

Clondalkin Labour Party Christmas Gathering 
Thank you to Branch Member, Lily Frost for hosting a wonderful 
Christmas gathering in her home yet again!  Lily has a way of 
making all her guests feel so welcome and spoilt.  Members 
enjoyed festive food and chat and were afforded the chance to 
relax and unwind after a busy and difficult year.  Thank you to all 
those who brought food and prizes which all went towards 
helping to create a very enjoyable night of celebrations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Members of the Weekly Morning Canvass Team 

Cllr. Bonner relaxing in the festive mood with 

party host, Lily Frost 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=383647035052369&set=a.162296943854047.41712.100002212280370&type=1&relevant_count=1
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Community Safety Fora Saved 
I welcome the allocation of €50,000 towards the Clondalkin Local Drugs Task Force for 2013 which was 
recently announced by Labour Minister for Primary Care, Alex White. 
 
This allocation will help to secure the long term sustainability of community safety initiatives developed by the 
community safety fora in North Clondalkin and South West Clondalkin.  If we are to be successful in tackling 
the overall fight against drugs, we must do all we can to foster co-operation between local communities, the 
Local Authorities and An Garda Síochána.  

 
This funding will ensure that communities in Clondalkin 
can continue their efforts to improve their 
neighbourhoods and keep their streets free of drug 
dealing and associated anti-social behaviour.  
 
I am delighted that the funding has been secured to 
enable the safety forum posts in North Clondalkin and in 
South West Clondalkin to continue to operate. These fora 
have been providing a valuable service for the most 
disadvantaged areas in our electoral area and I must in 
particular commend Deputy Robert Dowds for his tireless 
work over the last few months to secure funding to 
maintain the posts. 

 
When I replaced Robert on the council in March 2010, one of the pieces of advice that he gave me was to be 
sure to attend the meetings of both the North Clondalkin and South West Clondalkin community safety fora. 
He said that the Community Safety Fora provided a network for all of the community groups in the areas 
which they served and also gave a voice to groups and individuals who might otherwise not be heard.  
 
Since then I have taken Deputy Robert Dowds advice and agree with him that these fora are of huge 
importance and have contributed hugely to the empowerment of our communities.  When it became 
apparent that the fora were under threat, I worked closely with Robert to ensure that funding was found to 
allow them to continue.  As part of this commitment I tabled several motions at council and area committee 
meetings and obtained the unanimous support of councillors in this regard.  I must also mention the untiring 
efforts of Billy Coman of South Dublin County Council who managed to find interim funding for the fora and 
has always been very supportive of the workers.  
 
The news that the fora have been saved is indeed a welcome bit of good news and I look forward to continuing 
to work with the Community Safety Fora in the new year.  
 

Bicycle Stands Arrive in Clondalkin 

Details of a comprehensive programme of bicycle parking facilities were 
outlined at the Clondalkin Area Committee meeting in November. Over the 
next few weeks bicycle stands will be installed in a large number of 
locations in the Clondalkin village area as well as at locations in Rowlagh, 
Neilstown and Balgaddy. The locations for these bicycle stands have already 
been chosen and work will commence shortly. Locations are currently being 
finalised for bicycle stands in Bawnogue and Deansrath and at Corkagh Park. 
Funding for the provision of these facilities is being provided by the national 
transport authority in order to encourage the use of the bicycle as a real 
alternative to the car. 
 

 
 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=clondalkin+community+safety+fora&view=detail&id=AA4020455B5E4053A1711A6ED5E82D749C4FD859&first=1
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I am delighted that following a number of requests by me for the provision of bicycle parking facilities in the 
Clondalkin area such a comprehensive response has been provided by the council.  
I have been approached by many Clondalkin residents in relation to bicycle parking facilities as at the moment 
there is almost none available. When the work has been completed, there will be plenty of places where 
cyclists can secure their bikes in order to allow them to shop or carry out their business in the village or in the 
towns centre areas in North and South West Clondalkin. 
 
South Dublin County Council has made a real effort to facilitate cyclists over the last number of years. Most 
new roads have had cycle lanes included, there’s the new cycle track in Corkagh Park and the Green Way along 
the canal provides a safe route from the twelfth lock all the way into the city centre. 
 
More and more people are choosing to cycle along this green route, either to work or for leisure. I would 
encourage any cyclists who haven’t already tried it to do so. I sometimes cycle into town myself at the 
weekend and at a leisurely pace it takes less than half an hour from the ninth lock to Suir Road. From here 
there are a number of alternative routes into the city centre. I would also encourage people who can to avail 
of the bike to work scheme while it’s still available. This offers tax relief on the purchase of a bicycle. 
 
The installation of bike parking facilities adds another dimension. Once the planned bicycle stands have been 
installed, I would encourage people to contact me or the council if there are any other locations where they 
feel that a bicycle stand would be needed.  

 
Custodians of the Clondalkin Round Tower 
 

I am delighted to be part of a 
new group which has formed to 
ensure the integrated 
development of the Round 
Tower site in Clondalkin Village. 
This group is chaired by local 
architect Peter Ging and held its 
first meeting at the end of 
November. There was an 
optimistic air at the meeting as 
those present felt that because 
there was such a strong and 
representative group in 

attendance, all passionate 
about the Round Tower and its 
protection, that this time we 

would have success. In addition to Peter Ging, there were several other members of Clondalkin History Society 
in attendance. Clondalkin Tidy Towns had several representatives there including Chairman Rónan Connolly 
and Clondalkin Person of the Year Tommy Keogh. The Chamber of Commerce was ably represented by Thyes 
Kavanagh and Breda Delaney. 
 

Everyone agreed that the current situation was most unsatisfactory and that the Tower, which is the best and 
most impressive Round Tower in the country, has been neglected by the council and the government over the 
years. Few people apart from Clondalkin residents are even aware that the architectural treasure that is the 
Tower exists in Clondalkin. This perhaps explains the reason for its neglect, but its potential as a heritage 
tourist attraction was being ignored too. We were reminded of the fact that but for the efforts of the Rally 
Round the Tower group several years ago, the Tower would now be surrounded by apartment blocks and 
adjoined by a basement Bar and Lounge. One positive side effect of the years of official neglect is that no 
inappropriate development has in fact taken place around the Tower. 
 

 
 

Cllr. Breeda Bonner with Deputy Robert Dowds 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=387028461380893&set=a.162296943854047.41712.100002212280370&type=1&relevant_count=1
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That the Council has an ambitious and very expensive plan to develop the lands at the Round Tower into a 
heritage centre, encompassing the council owned houses at Mill Cottages and Tower Road, and adding an 
underground car park and theatre building. It was agreed at the meeting that a development on this scale was 
unlikely to happen any time in the near future because of the costs involved.  
 
To persist with it would be to resign ourselves to the continued long fingering of any progress with the project. 
It was agreed that such a plan, involving major excavation, might not, in any case, be desirable or in keeping 
with a national monument. The group agreed that a plan involving only the existing buildings at Mill Cottages 
and Tower Road would be much more likely to actually happen and would in fact be far more sympathetic with 
the Tower. 
 
Bernardine Nic Giolla Phádraig gave the group copies of the proposal submitted to the council some years ago 
by the Rally Round the Tower group which outlined just such a conservative plan for the development of the 
Round Tower site. Clondalkin would be designated as a monastic village and the area immediately adjacent to 
the tower would be sympathetically developed into a themed Celtic Monastic garden. There would be a 
national heritage centre for Monastic sites in the restored Mill Cottages with a Tea Rooms in the council 
owned houses at Tower Road. This would provide an exceptional local and national amenity and should prove 
to be a major tourist attraction in the South Dublin County Council area. At the same time there would be no 
damage to the jewel in Clondalkin’s crown, our fabulous National Monument, Clondalkin Round Tower. 
 
In consultation with Cllr Tony Delaney and the other Clondalkin Councillors I have tabled a number of 
motions in relation to the Round Tower for the meeting of the Clondalkin Area Committee of the council on 
Wednesday 19th of December. These motions call on the council to adopt a more realistic, less expensive 
plan for the development of the Tower site. This plan could be in line with the Rally Round the Tower plan 
and could be commenced immediately. 
 

I have also asked that the Tidy Towns group could have immediate access to the land around the tower so 
that they could commence a cleanup of the site and its beautiful boundary wall under the supervision of and 
with the assistance of the council staff. 
 

I have asked the county architect, Eddie Conroy to organise a meeting with the local Tower Committee early in 
the New Year and to ask representatives from the Office of Public Works, who have responsibility for the 
tower itself as a national monument. Mr Conroy has agreed to do this and is delighted to work with the new 
group on plans for the Round Tower. I know that the project to develop the Tower site in a way that is in 
keeping with its status as a unique architectural treasure will have the support of all the residents of Clondalkin. 
 
 

Meeting of the Clondalkin Area Committee  
This month’s meeting of the Clondalkin Area Committee was held on 
Wednesday, 19th December 2012. 
 
I raised a number of Motions and Questions as outlined below 
together with the relevant Reports and Responses which I received 
from the Council. 
 
You can access all Council Motions & Questions by logging onto the 
South Dublin County Council website or by clicking on this link: 
 
http://www.sdublincoco.ie/sdcc/departments/corporate/apps/cmas/
viewmeetingagenda.aspx?id=988 
 
It is also possible to register your own queries by using the online system.  Simply go to the SDCC website, click 
on Customer Care and Fixmystreet.ie 
 
 
 

http://www.sdublincoco.ie/sdcc/departments/corporate/apps/cmas/viewmeetingagenda.aspx?id=988
http://www.sdublincoco.ie/sdcc/departments/corporate/apps/cmas/viewmeetingagenda.aspx?id=988
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Motion No. 3 raised by Cllr. Bonner: 
That the Manager presents a report on the plans that are in place for St Cuthbert's Park in Clondalkin with 
particular reference to the following: 
 
1. Possibility of providing a community centre facility for the Deansrath area. 
2. Possibility of installing a playground to serve the community in Deansrath. 
3. Possibility of installing adult exercise equipment in the park. 
4. Plan to address dumping and fly tipping in the park. 
5. Plan to ensure that the park is used more by the community. 
 
 Report from SDCC:  

1. Possibility of providing a community centre facility for the 
Deansrath area 
There are no proposals at present to build another community 
centre in the Deansrath area. The area is already served by 
Bawnogue Community Centre and also by St. Ronan's 
Community Centre. Financial constraints mean that there is no 
prospect of constructing any new community centre but in 
addition, it is considered that the existing centres serving the 
areas are relatively under-utilised and it would make no sense 
to construct another facility. 

 
2. Possibility of installing a playground to serve the community in Deansrath  
Following on from discussion of the revised Play Policy 2012, which was presented to the Elected Members at 
the June 2012 Council Meeting, it was agreed that the Playground Construction Programme would be 
amended to remove playgrounds which had been completed, retain all playgrounds from the first programme 
which have not been completed and include all locations proposed by the Elected Members as playground 
sites in the years following the adoption of the first Playground Construction Programme in 2007.  
 
A revised Playground Construction Programme was presented to the Sports-Recreation-Community and Parks 
Strategic Policy Committee on 5th September 2012 for approval. The list of locations included in the 
Programme as presented can be found by accessing the link on the SDCC site: 
http://www.sdublincoco.ie/sdcc/departments/corporate/apps/cmas/viewmeetingagenda.aspx?id=988 
 
The advancement of a playground construction programme is subject to the availability of the necessary 
funding and would also be subject to a number of other factors including a scoping exercise to review the 
distribution of existing playgrounds in the county, proximity of depots for routine inspection, maintenance and 
upkeep, sustainability, and Part 8 planning approval, as necessary. 
 
It is intended to bring the proposed Playground Construction Programme to the full Council early in the New 
Year for adoption as the Playground Construction Programme 2013 - 2017. 
 
While St Cuthbert's Park is not on the Playground Construction Programme 2013-2017 it will be assessed to 
determine its suitability for inclusion on any subsequent programmes subject to the criteria set out above. The 
Deansrath area is currently catered for by a regional playground located in Corkagh Park.  
 
3. Possibility of installing adult exercise equipment in the park 
Given the success of the provision of exercise equipment in parks throughout the County in 2012 consideration 
will be given to expanding this initiative to other locations. St Cuthbert's Park will be assessed as a possible 
location subject to the identification of the necessary resources. 
 
4. Plan to address dumping and fly-tipping in the park 
St Cuthbert's Park is on a routine cleansing schedule and is cleaned on a regular basis. The incidences of fly-
tipping often occur late in the evenings and at weekends when staff are not on duty. Significant work is 
ongoing to tackle this issue however it is only with the co-operation of community groups and residents living 
in the area that this problem can be eradicated successfully.  

http://www.sdublincoco.ie/sdcc/departments/corporate/apps/cmas/viewmeetingagenda.aspx?id=988
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=playground&view=detail&id=00ABB1A0B5383F914E564BE6B54CF236C41A2288
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5. Plan to ensure that the park is used more by the community 
Efforts to ensure the park use is optimised include the provision of a 2km Slí na Sláinte route, a full size soccer 
pitch and smaller 5-a side pitch which was installed in 2012. The Council has worked pro actively in 
encouraging the local soccer club to avail of the pitch facilities however the club did not apply for a pitch 
allocation for the current season. A review of park hedgerows was undertaken in 2012 and it is proposed to 
undertake some pruning works in the latter part of 2013 to make the park more attractive to user groups. A 
programme of regular path sweeping is being introduced to ensure that the paths are kept free of litter/glass 
as much as possible. 
 
In addition to the above, an Archaeological/Architectural Conservation Consultant has recently been 
appointed to undertake a condition assessment of the Church and graveyard in the park. The object of the 
assessment is to direct any future maintenance works of the protected site area.  
 
 
Motion No. 4 raised by Cllr. Bonner: 
Given the great demand for the opening of pedestrian access to the 
Fonthill Road at Ashwood / Alpine, and the fact that the cycle path at this 
location is unlikely to proceed, can the Manager present a report on the 
feasibility of extending the existing footpath and opening a pedestrian 
gate at the traffic lights at this location.  
 
Report from the Council: 
Provision has been made for an access point to the Fonthill Road from 
Ashwood / Alpine Estates as part of the Bawnogue to Fonthill Road 
permeability project and is the subject of a Part 8 process that has not yet 
reached conclusion. The project has been funded to Part 8 stage in 2012 
by the National Transport Authority (NTA). While the NTA has not given 
any guarantees in terms of funding for construction in 2013, it is clear that 
by funding the proposal to Part 8, that the NTA considered this project to 
be significant in terms of pedestrian and cycle permeability in the 
Bawnogue area.  
 
As the current Part 8 proposal includes provision for an access point as part of a larger permeability project, it 
is not proposed to consider any new access proposals in this area until such time as the current Part 8 proposal 
has been concluded.  
 
A Part 8 planning approval for the Bawnogue to Fonthill permeability project would substantially enhance the 
chance of the project being included in any 2013 NTA allocations for South Dublin County Council. In the event 
that the project was included in such a programme, the funding would include for the construction of an 
access point out to the Fonthill Road from the Ashwood / Alpine estates.  
 
A further meeting will be arranged early in the New Year with the Members of the Committee to seek a way to 
move the Part 8 proposal forward.  

 
Question No. 2 asked by Cllr. Bonner: 
To ask the Manager, as a short term objective could the Clondalkin Tidy Towns 
group have access to the land around the Round Tower in Clondalkin and be 
assisted by Council staff in cleaning up that area. In the longer term, could a plan 
be devised for a monastic garden at this location, which could be accessible 
during the day but visible through traditional style wrought iron gates at all times? 
 
Reply from the Council: 
The Council has welcomed the formation of the new Clondalkin Village group and 
its commitment to the advancement of all areas relating to the improvement of 
the village. The County Architect has met with the group and committed to 
ongoing meetings to develop strategies and approaches to these issues.  

http://www.irishheart.ie/media/pub/slinaslainte/maps/st.cuthbert_park_brochure1.pdf
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=footpath&view=detail&id=FBAA1B45BE78CE5C5F9C944AF59A5DFD52D861CE
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This work will be carried out as a consultation and shared process and a variety of proposals and projects will 
arise through the process. It is recommended that decisions on designations, branding and overall approaches 
be followed through and agreed with the group over the coming months, and an integrated plan (such as the 
Tidy Towns 3-Year Framework Plan for instance) be developed. 

 
 
Motion No. 11 raised by Cllr. Bonner:  
That the Manager present a report on the planned work on the Old Nangor 
Road in Clondalkin between the Mill Centre and Coláiste Chillian with particular 
reference to the following issues: 
 
1. The timetable for the commencement of the work and its expected duration 
2. Arrangements for pedestrian safety for the duration of the works. 
3. The plans for the rebuilding of the limestone wall which has to be removed 
to allow for the widening of the road. 
 
Report from the Council: 
1. It is hoped that the works commence as soon as possible in 2013 and will take approximately 2 months. 
Currently the legal representatives are processing the transfer of the land necessary to carry out the works. 
2. A Contractor will be engaged to carry out the works and will be required to provide a traffic management 
plan to safely cater for pedestrians during the construction works. 
3. The existing wall will be taken down and the stone saved. The wall will then be re-erected along a new 
alignment using the existing stone from the old wall.  
It should be noted that Public lighting has already been installed and is operational. 
 
 
 

Motion No. 13 raised by Cllr.  Bonner: 
 That the Manager presents a report on the plans for pedestrian crossings etc to 
facilitate the residents of the Valhalla facility on the Watery Lane in Clondalkin. 
 
Report from the Council: 
The matter will be examined and a report will be brought to a future TMM 
 

 
 
Question No. 6 asked by Cllr. Bonner:  
To ask the Manager could Clondalkin be designated as a Monastic Village and signposted as such on all 
approach roads? With this designation could come sympathetic and conservative development of a national 
centre for the interpretation of Ireland's monastic past and the phenomenon of the Round Tower in particular, 
of which South Dublin is fortunate to have the most impressive example in Clondalkin. This designation and 
development would belatedly afford due recognition to Cloigtheach Chluain Dolcáin.  
 
Reply from the Council: 
The Council has welcomed the formation of the new Clondalkin Village group and its commitment to the 
advancement of all areas relating to the improvement of the village. The County Architect has met with the 
group and committed to ongoing meetings to develop strategies and approaches to these issues. This work will 
be carried out as a consultation and shared process and a variety of proposals and projects will arise through 
the process. It is recommended that decisions on designations, branding and overall approaches be followed 
through and agreed with the group over the coming months, and an integrated plan (such as the Tidy Towns 3-
Year Framework Plan for instance) be developed. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=pedestrian+safety+activities+for+preschoolers&view=detail&id=D0A333B512C703BEE4CD74144D9DF863101F3A69
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=irish+traffic+lights&view=detail&id=A6FF3EA1082854892785538C19FA4828A0C8A6D2
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Motion No. 18 raised by Cllr. Bonner:  
That the Manager would present a report on the feasibility 
of the current council plan for the lands at the Round 
Tower in Clondalkin with a modified and more attainable 
plan. This plan, which could be based on that submitted to 
the council some years ago by the rally round the Tower 
group would not include the underground car park or 
theatre but would instead concentrate on using the 
existing council owned properties at Mill Cottages and 
Tower Road. This approach is advocated by a newly 
established group which represents all sectors of the Clondalkin community and seeks to embark without 
delay on the work required to conserve this most precious national monument while at the same time 
developing its potential as an educational resource and national and local amenity.  
 
Report from the Council: 
This suggestion was agreed by the County Architect at a recent meeting of the group referred to and work is 
already underway in terms of survey and evaluation of cottages and Round Tower site. It is considered 
preferable if the development of the strategy be carried out in consultation with the group at a series of 
regular meetings to advance all such issues relating to Clondalkin and which the County Architect will attend. 

 
The next Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting will be held on the 16th January at 3-5.30pm. 

 
My Contact Details 
Please feel free to contact me re any comment or query you have.  The best way of getting in touch with me is 
by phoning me on my mobile.  My mobile number is 087-4132627.  Please leave a message or send me a text 
and I will get back to you as soon as possible.  My email addresses bbonner@sdublincoco.ie.  My Clinic is every 
Wednesday at 4pm in The Civic Offices, Clondalkin. 

 

 
For a copy of previous issues of my Newsletter go to 

http://www.labour.ie/breedabonner/  
& click on “Local Newsletters”. 

Keep in touch with local updates/events/Press Statements  
By visiting my Facebook Page   

Cllr Breeda Bonner 
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