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Newsletter 
Labour Cllr. Breeda Bonner 
 September 2012 
 
 

Welcome to my Newsletter which comes to you after a very busy summer.  Despite the 

poor weather and thanks to the dedication of local residents throughout Clondalkin a number 
of initiatives have continued to blossom with results becoming more evident with each 
passing week!  I congratulate everyone involved and thank you for your continued 
commitment in helping to make a difference to our local environment. 

 
Clondalkin Tidy Towns: 
Over the summer months the Clondalkin Tidy Towns Committee was working consistently 

and the village has improved so much because of their work. I congratulate the Clondalkin 

Tidy Towns Committee on the results of the adjudication of the National Competition 

which was announced on Monday 10th September.  

At first reading, the marks awarded to Clondalkin might seem a little disappointing. However, 

these must be viewed in conjunction with the report of the Judges. Firstly the judges 

welcomed the fact that Clondalkin has got involved in the competition. I too think the 

establishment of the Tidy Towns Committee was a very important moment for Clondalkin. It 

has started a community based movement for the improvement of the Clondalkin area by its 

residents.  

I believe that a new era of community involvement and awareness has dawned in 
Clondalklin and that the work of the ever growing band of Tidy Towns volunteers epitomises 
this new era.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr. Breeda Bonner with group of residents from Riversdale 
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For too long the beautiful, historic village of Clondalkin has languished in a lethargic haze, 
with chaotic development and bad planning inflicting almost fatal wounds. However, I think 
that Clondalkin has begun to recover.  
 
I am delighted to be involved with the Tidy Towns and with targeted campaigns in estates 
around the Clondalkin area where residents are working together to improve their own areas. 
 
This work will continue over the coming months and I think that all of us who are involved 
know that this campaign will be long term. Please help by getting involved in the Clondalkin 
Tidy Towns which caters for the village area or by joining or setting up a group in your own 
estate.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Tidy Towns group meets at Tuthills car park every Tuesday at 6.30pm and at every 
Saturday at 10am. More volunteers welcome. 
 
The Tidy Towns group has been short listed for South Dublin County Council’s Pride of 
Place and the judges were impressed with what they have achieved so far and with the 
enthusiasm and skills of the group.  

 

Cllr. Breeda Bonner with residents from Riversdale estate 
during one of their Clean Ups 

Cllr. Breeda Bonner joins residents of Sruleen for their weekly Clean Up 

Cllr. Breeda Bonner together with residents from St. Killian’s Park Clean Up Group 
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The Clondalkin Tidy Towns Committee will host a celebration night on Thursday 27th 

September at 8.30pm in the Round Towers GAA Club.  The Lord Mayor of SDCC will 

present prizes for the Clondalkin Summer Competition. All members of clean up 

groups are welcome to come along and join in the celebrations! 

 
Woodford Clean Up: 

A group of Woodford residents 
has been meeting every 
Wednesday since last spring to 
do a clean up in the Woodford 
area. Under the social credits 
scheme of South Dublin county 
council the group has organised 
that the rubbish collected in their 
Wednesday evening clean up is 
collected by the council promptly 
on a Thursday morning and they 
are happy with this service.  

 
Last Wednesday, in spite of 
some of the regular members 
being on holidays, a group of ten 
or so residents turned up for the 
Clean Up. The group was also pleased to welcome Ronan Connolly, Chairman of the 
Clondalkin Tidy Towns group and his colleague Alfa Gassama who had come along to 
advise and assist the Woodford group with weed control.  
 
Ronan and Alfa have been undertaking the spraying of weeds in the Clondalkin village area 
and had agreed to do the same for the Woodford group.  
 

Ronan Connolly said he was delighted to be able to assist the Woodford group. Residents in 
the area had been commenting on how committed the group is, in that it continued to meet 
every Wednesday over the summer months.  
There is an appreciable improvement in the presentation of the Woodford area. Clondalkin 
Tidy Towns is delighted to support residents groups in the Clondalkin area.  
 

I am really pleased to 
encourage the links between 
residents groups and the Tidy 
Towns group. There is a 
huge improvement in the 
Woodford area because of 
the work of the Wednesday 
clean up group.  

 

 

Cllr. Breeda Bonner with Robert Dowds TD 
& Bernadette Keenan at the Woodford Clean Up last week 

Cllr. Breeda Bonner with 
 Ronan Connolly,  
Chair of Clondalkin Tidy Towns 
 & volunteer Alfa 
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I assisted the group to 
organise the regular clean ups 
earlier this year because there 
was a major problem with 
littering and fly tipping 
particularly on the green areas. 
Many of the members of the 
Woodford group had been in 
touch with me in relation to 
litter problems in the area. 
When we decided to go ahead 
and set up the group these 
residents were delighted to be 
doing something positive about 
the problem.  
 
 
 
 
They clear litter which has accumulated over the week and their very visible presence each 
week seems to have had a very positive effect on the whole community in that there is not 
as much dumping and littering now. There are problems, however. One of the issues is the 
fact that there are not enough litter bins, particularly around the shops. The provision of more 
bins has been promised by the council and I have tabled a motion to the Clondalkin Area 
Committee of the council to try to ensure that the bins are installed without delay.  
 
I hope that the Wednesday Clean up group in Woodford might form the basis of a residents 
association for the Woodford area. The members are considering holding a public meeting in 
the coming weeks. The Woodford area would really benefit from an organised residents 
group. The clean up group has shown how much can be done when local people get 
together. I will do what I can to continue to assist residents in Woodford. 
 

 
 
 

Alice & Mary – Volunteers with the Woodford Clean Up Group 

Cllr. Breeda Bonner with residents of Woodford for their weekly Clean Up 
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Clondalkin Village festival 

The Clondalkin Village Festival was a great success this 
year and took place at the very end of June. Huge 
crowds turned out and the sense of pride and 
community was evident. This event saw the opening of 
the Round Tower to the public and there was huge 
interest in it. We sometimes forget the historic and 
architectural value of what we have here but at the 
festival it was clear that people were celebrating 
Clondalkin! 
 
I support Robert Dowds in his call for the authorities to 
improve the access to the Tower and developing the 
area around it. 

 
 
Clondalkin Intercultural Centre 

 
 
 
Clondalkin Inter-Culture Centre 
On Wednesday 22nd August the Clondalkin Inter-culture Centre launched their exhibition 
“The Four Streams of Culture”.  The exhibition embraced the cultures of Ireland, Iraq, 

Uganda and Malaysia through an exhibition of ethnic utensils, musical instruments, 
traditional dress and costume and ethnic food tasting.  The exhibition ran for a week and 
was a great success.  Congratulations to everyone for co-ordinating the exhibition! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr. Breeda Bonner at the entrance to the Round Tower, 

Clondalkin during the InClondalkin Festival 

Cllr. Breeda Bonner, Robert Dowds TD & MEP Emer Costello celebrating 
at the launch of “The Four Streams of Culture” exhibition. 
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Clondalkin Youth Band 

As Chair of Clondalkin Area Committee I was delighted to propose a Motion that Clondalkin 
Youth Band be honoured with a civic reception by South Dublin County Council.  
 
Towards the end of June, as one of her last official engagements in Clondalkin, Mayor 
Caitriona Jones honoured Vincent Dolan, band leader and the assembled band members 
with a presentation and reception in Clondalkin Civic offices. The sun shone, the band 
played and we were reminded once again what a fantastic organisation the band is and why 
indeed we are so proud of them. 
 
Clondalkin Youth Band has done so much over the years to raise the profile of Clondalkin 
and to promote a positive image for the area. They have been marching their way around 
the world and winning national and international awards and championships for over a 
quarter of a century. 
 
Many hundreds of children have passed through the band over the years. However there are 
many adult members in the band and some of the original band members who started 
twenty five years ago are still with the band. That says a lot about the strength and depth of 
the band which is truly community based and where the adult members mentor and support 
the new members who generally are ready for their first St Patrick’s Day Parade by the age 
of twelve.  

 
The band is much 
sought after at 
home and abroad 
and always has 
many invitations to 
perform abroad on 
St Patrick’s Day but 
it means a lot to the 
band to fly the flag 
for Clondalkin in the 
Dublin Parade. 
Once again this 
year they did that in 
great style. 
 
 
 
 
 

There is a strong committee which helps to fundraise and support the band and as a local 
Labour Councillor for the Clondalkin ward and more importantly as a parent of two band 
members I am deeply indebted to that committee for keeping the band on the road.  
 
However the Clondalkin Youth Band exists because of the superhuman endeavours of the 
band leader Vincent Dolan. He single handedly established the band over a quarter of a 
century ago and has taught all of the instruments to all of the members of the band over the 
years. Each member of the band receives an excellent musical training and all take the 
Royal Irish Academy of Music exams each year. Many band members have gone on to 
study music at third level, several have received prestigious music awards and a number of 
successful rock bands can trace their roots back to the musical training and love of music 
they got from Vincent and Clondalkin Youth Band. 
 

 

Robert Dowds TD, Ellis Dolan, Vincent Dolan and Cllr. Breeda Bonner 
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RAMS – Retired Active Men’s Society   

More recently I visited the RAMS men's group in St Finian's Community Centre, Newcastle, 

Co Dublin. For the last few months I have been hearing about this group and have had an 

open invitation from one of their members, Matt Dowling to attend their weekly get together 

between 11am and 12.30 any Thursday. When I arrived, Matt was just bringing out a 

beautiful birthday cake for one of the RAMS, Jack Sheerin of Strangford Drive, Newcastle 

who was celebrating his 80th birthday. The twenty or so other RAMS who were present that 

day sang Happy Birthday and loudly applauded the Birthday Boy!  

This thoughtfulness and sense of community is what struck me most about the RAMS. The 

group has managed to respond to a need that exists in every community in Ireland for 

activities and organisations to cater for men. Women are well catered for in most 

communities, with various clubs and societies available. Women seem to be better at joining 

things and getting together with each other to do things anyway.  

However there is a 

real lack of clubs and 

activities for men, 

particularly for those 

men who are not 

involved in sports 

clubs or who wish to 

have some other 

social interaction apart 

from, or as well as, 

that offered by the pub. 

In Newcastle, RAMS, 

which I think stands for 

Retired Active Men's 

Society, has 

responded to this need. 

They meet every 

Thursday morning between 11 and 12.30 as I said and at this meeting there is a choice of 

activities available. On the morning I was there, there were several groups’ playing cards 

and chatting.  

Others were playing pool and table tennis and a game of indoor bowls had just concluded. 

There was a darts board which didn't seem to be in much demand.  

Several members were helping Matt Dowling in the kitchen and a fabulous meal of fresh 

baked scones and homemade soup was served. The kitchen crew had also made the 

fabulous birthday cake. Matt explained that he made the scones every week and that a more 

substantial meal was served once a month. It is obvious that Matt is one of the driving forces 

behind the RAMS. He explained that I had come on a quiet day and that some Thursdays 

there would be up to sixty RAMS present. The Thursday get-together’s helped them to plan 

their other activities. They were just back from a trip to Galway, which the group had won 

from Irish rail. They had gone on a number of trips over the last few months, the Jameson 

Distillery and the Guinness Museum being some of the recent ones.  

Cllr. Bonner addresses members of the RAMS group in Newcastle 
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They are involved in a number of projects in Newcastle village, with a group of keen 

gardeners having done a number of planting projects with some assistance from South 

Dublin County Council who provided advice and topsoil! The local primary school has 

benefitted from the green fingers of the RAMS who have undertaken a number of planting 

projects in the school and this initiative is particularly close to the hearts of those members 

who have grandchildren attending the school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another very interesting project undertaken by the RAMS in recent times is the mapping of 

the local graveyard. This project was explained to me by Michael Maher who is another of 

the RAMS mainstays. He said that a lot of very interesting historical information had been 

uncovered in the mapping of the local graveyard and this information can be accessed at 

www.historicalgraves.ie .  

Michael acknowledged the support of former minister and local TD Mary Harney in the initial 

stages of setting up the RAMS group. They had managed to get some Leader funding at that 

stage and staff in South Dublin County Council had also been very supportive. Having 

access to the community hall in the centre of the village was crucial. In many ways, he 

explained, the group is self funding and self supporting.  

There is a weekly entrance fee of 2 euro and this covers costs for the hall and refreshments. 

The group runs a raffle each year, and this serves to cover many of their costs and sets 

them up for the annual Christmas dance and for the Santa party.  

The RAMS group was recently nominated by South Dublin County Council for the Pride of 

Place award and I am sure that the visiting committee of judges were as impressed as I was 

by the drive, energy and enthusiasm of the group. They make it look very easy, but as I 

remarked to Matt Dowling the RAMS are like swans. They appear to be gliding along on the 

water but underneath they're pedalling furiously to maintain the glide. It's obvious that this 

club is successful because of the hard work and skills of its members. They are an 

inspiration and I feel that every community could do with a club like this. Matt, Michael and 

all the RAMS are very welcoming and are proud to show off their club and happy to advise 

any groups who might like to set up something similar. A visit to one of their weekly meetings 

is strongly recommended to anyone in need of some inspiration!  

Cllr. Breeda Bonner with RAMS members; Matt Dowling & Michael Maher 

http://www.historicalgraves.ie/
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Corkagh Park 

New exercise machines were recently installed in Corkagh Park and in the public park in 

Rathcoole. The county council is to be commended for its initiative in installing these 

machines.  

They are being installed at a very opportune time, in that there is a surge in the use of our 

public parks.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many more people than ever seem to be out walking, jogging and cycling and our parks are 

a great facility.  

In my opinion, Corkagh Park is the Jewel in the Crown of South Dublin County Council. It is 

beautifully maintained and has multiple attractions. The playground is one of the best in the 

county and is busy all day and all year round. Children can also visit the farm and everyone 

can now enjoy the new cycle track. The cycle track is another new addition to the parks 

facilities and is very popular, particularly with families.   

The new gym equipment is located in two areas of the park, one is near to the Green Isle 

Road entrance to the park and the other is located near the playground.  The equipment 

looks great and was being very well used over the weekend. I also visited Rathcoole Park at 

the weekend and the same type of equipment is installed there and is proving to be a very 

popular attraction with young and old. 

I will be asking the council to make information available on the optimum use of the gym 

equipment.  

I would encourage people to get out into the parks and to enjoy all of the facilities that are 

available.  

The Clondalkin Walk & Talk Group meets every Friday at 9.30am, all members and non 

members welcome to join! Contact Lorraine @ 0879135357. 

Members of the Clondalkin Walk & Talk Group enjoying the new exercise equipment 
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Upcoming Events 
 

Gaeilgeoirí Chluain Dolcáin 

This group is seeking to provide the 
opportunity for people to use the Irish 
that they have. They have decided to 
hold a social get together on the third 
Friday of each month. 
 
I’m happy to support this group as I 
have good Irish but need a place to 
use it! There’s a great deal of support 
from Clondalkin Labour Party branch 
members for the Irish language. Many 
of use Irish regularly to converse, and 
many other members are actively 
trying to improve their gaeilge.  
 
 
 

I hope that as many people as possible will support the events run by Gaeilgeoirí Chluain 
Dólcáin. We should be proud of the fact that Irish is very much a living language in 
Clondalkin, that we are truly a Gaeltacht area. Déanfaimis ár ndícheall an Ghaeilge a neartú 
agus a chleachtadh I rith na mbliana seo. Earlier in the summer I was delighted to join 
friends for a BBQ at Aras Chrónain for the start of Gaeilgeoirí Cluain Dolcáin. 
 

The events planned so far are as follows: 

 
Mean Fómhair 21 (September 21st) 

Up for the Match get together 

 In Áras Chrónáin. 

 

Deire Fómhair 19 (October 19th) 

Get together in the downstairs Bar 

 In The Laurels 

 

Samhain 23 (November 23rd) 

Music Session in Áras Chrónáin. 

 
Walking Group: 

I’m hoping to organise a minibus to Howth on Sunday 30th September. The plan is to meet at 
the gates of Moyle Park at 10 am and be back in Clondalkin in time for the All Ireland Hurling 
Final.  Times to be confirmed nearer to the date. I’d hope to do the wa lk from Sutton to 
Howth Harbour around Howth head. It takes about two hours and there’s a bit of climbing 
involved. However there are plenty of alternative walks available for those who might prefer 
a less challenging walk on the day. 
 
There’ll be time to adjourn to whatever restaurant, pub or chipper that takes your fancy or 
you might like to bring your lunch with you. I walk in Howth a lot and it is a fabulous place 
which would make you proud to be a dub!  
 

Cllr. Breeda Bonner, Marie O’Broin & Martin Rowan 
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To cover the cost of the bus there’ll be charge of €10 per person. I expect the demand for 
places to be strong as there are just 25 places on the bus, so the fairest way to allocate the 
places is to those who are first in with the money to book a place.  
 
The best way to do this is to enclose the money and your name, phone number and email 
address in an envelope addressed to me and into my house at 8 Moyle Park.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lots of people enjoyed our Glenasmole walk so much that they’ve been asking where we’re 
going next. So let’s see how Howth goes, and if the demand is there, I’ll organise a walk on 
a regular basis. 
 
Council Queries: 

As well as my involvement with the various groups and organisations I also continue to make 
representation to the Council on behalf of constituents. 
 
During the six month period 1st March to 31st August 2012 I dealt with 130 council related 

queries.  Out of the total number of queries 123 have been completed with just 7 waiting to 
be resolved.  
 
Representations made to the council are only a proportion of the total number of queries I 
receive. Many more are received and advice/information given and/or referrals to other 
appropriate agencies and organisations. 
Environmental, Roads and Water Services, Development & Planning (totalling 74%) 
continues to be the main presenting issues for constituents.   
 
A previous analysis report drawn up for the six month period from April-September 2011also 
identified a high incidence of environmental (70%) related queries. The results from these 
analyses reinforce my appropriate and focussed response as a Labour Councillor to the high 
level of environmental issues.   
 
This is reflected through my work both with the Residents Associations and the Clean up 
Groups which I have already set up.  This is also strengthened through my commitment to 
working with the Clondalkin Tidy Towns Committee.  
 

Branch members and friends taking a breather during our Spring walk in Glensamole 
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My schedule of work will continue through my support of the current groups and with the 
initiation of further groups, the long term aim being that these groups will in turn set up their 
own stand alone Residents Associations.  
 
I will also continue to personally link up with other estates within the electoral area via issue 
specific leaflets and letters.  This approach will help to identify and address concerns which 
are affecting residents. 
 
Apart from my regular weekly clinic at the Civic Offices in Clondalkin every Wednesday at 
4pm I also have the following weekly and monthly meetings which I attend: 
 

 County Council meeting: Second Monday of every month.  

 Clondalkin Area Committee meeting: Third Wednesday of every month.  
 
Committees and other meetings of South Dublin County Council (approx 6 times per year): 
 

 Joint Policing Committee 

 Housing SPC 

 Environment SPC 

 Operations, Procedure and Finance  

 Traffic Management 

 Community Safety Fora Meetings  

 Local Policing Forum Ronanstown * 

 Local Policing forum Clondalkin * 

 
(* each forum meets approximately five times a year) 
.  
Contact Details: 

Please feel free to contact me re any comment or query you have.  The best way of getting 
in touch with me is by phoning me on my mobile.  My mobile number is 087-4132627.  
Please leave a message or send me a text and I will get back to you as soon as possible.  
My email addresses bbonner@sdublincoco.ie.  My Clinic is every Wednesday at 4pm in The 
Civic Offices, Clondalkin. 
 
You can also access all Council Motions & Questions by logging onto the South Dublin 
County Council website www.sdcc.ie.  It is also possible to register your own queries by 
using the online system.  Simply go to the SDCC website, click on Customer Care and 
Fixmystreet.ie 
 

Keep in touch with updates by visiting 
my Facebook Page –  
Cllr Breeda Bonner 

 

http://www.sdcc.ie/

