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CLONDALKIN NEWSLETTER
The Round Tower
Last November there was a meeting of people interested in the protection of Clondalkin’s historic Round Tower and the 
appropriate and sympathetic development of the site surrounding it.  It is of great credit to Deputy Robert Dowds that he 
organised this meeting under the chairmanship of local architect Peter Ging.  Those present all had a passionate interest in 
ensuring that the Round Tower would be recorded its rightful respect as an iconic national monument and years of neglect 
be reversed.  Our aim was that the houses at Mill Cottages and on Tower Road would be restored and converted into an in-

terpretative centre and coffee shop and that the much bigger 
scale and ultimately unattainable plan for the site would be 
scaled down to a village centred and realistic one.  As a result 
of motions tabled by me at the December Area Committee of 
the Council the County Architect Eddie Conroy agreed with 
the newly established Tower Group on all points.

He said he was more than willing to work with the new group 
as he could see that it was cross community, multi talented 
and passionate about protecting and enhancing our heritage.  
At a second meeting of the Tower Group, Peter Ging was able 
to make a very positive report and it appears that at long last 
we may have progress on this site.  

Peter has produced a plan which sees the site around the Tower cleared and planted as a Celtic Monastic Garden, in keep-
ing with its past.  This garden would be open to the public during the day as would the interpretive centre and coffee shop 
in the cottages.  There have been very positive indications of support from the council and from the office of public works 
for this plan.

The steering group was selected from the Tower group to drive the project and I feel that their talent and enthusiasm will 
ensure that this project is a success. The group is as follows:

•	 Peter Ging, Chairman and representative of Clondalkin History Society.
•	 Bernardine Nic Giolla Phádraig representing the Rally Round the Tower group.
•	 Thyes Kavanagh representing Clondalkin Chamber of Commerce.
•	 Tommy Keogh representing Clondalkin Tidy Towns. 

I am very excited about this new development and I will continue to do all that I can to ensure that our Historic Village 
finally gets the respect and investment that it deserves.

Cllr. Breeda Bonner & Robert Dowds TD
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Clondalkin Tidy Towns

Local Clean Up Groups

Clondalkin Promoting Keeping Fit! 

Neighbourhood Watch

The Clondalkin Tidy Towns group was established in March 
2012 and in the short time since then the group has made a 
great difference to our quality of life in Clondalkin. Everyone is 
noticing this difference and the regular sight of the Clondalkin 
Tidy Towns workers in their hi-vis jackets taking ownership 
of our village has impressed many people. I work with them 
whenever I can and support them in the council. New workers 
are always welcome. 

The group meets at 10.00am on Saturday and Sunday Morn-
ings at Tuthills car park so just come along for the hour and 
get involved in the transformation! The group has great plans 
for the year ahead, including a comprehensive tree planting 
programme, regular clean ups, the improvement of the beau-
tiful old stone walls in the village and flower planting pro-
grammes. They will also be working closely with the group working on the Round Tower. The work of the Clondalkin Tidy Towns 
gives me great hope for the future of Clondalkin. Please get involved with us. Bígi linn ag obair ar son thodhchaí Chluain Dolcáin! 

Many estates in Clondalkin, such as Woodford, Riversdale and St. Killian’s Park, have organised regular clean ups and this has 
made a real difference. The council are very supportive of such groups and are happy to provide the refuse bags, gloves and 
pickers.  If you would like to contact me to help you to get organised in your estate I will be happy to oblige.  

There has been an increase in break ins in some areas of Clondalkin.  You might consider setting up or re activating a Neigh-
bourhood Watch Scheme in your area.  The Community Gardaí would be happy to help with this.  Contact me if you are inter-
ested and I will give you all the support needed.

I do my best to incorporate regular exercise into my day and try to cycle and walk to work and 
for pleasure whenever I can. I use the Green Route cycle path along the Grand Canal to cycle 
or walk into town or up as far as the Hazel Hatch in the other direction. The Green Route is a 
great facility, and the walk into town takes less than an hour and cycling at a leisurely pace 
around half an hour from the Waterside to the Black Horse Inn where you have the option of 
continuing your journey by Luas. 

Corkagh Park also provides first class amenities which encourage residents and visitors to 
exercise within the beautifully kept environs of the park. A recently installed cycle track is 
accessible from the car park entrance located at the Camac Caravan Park.  The park also pro-
vides numerous marked walking routes as well as attractive exercise machines which have 
been installed at two locations within the park. 

At my request the council has installed a number of bicycle stands in the Clondalkin area in 
order to encourage people to use the bike as an alternative to the car. If there are public spaces in the area that you feel are in 
need of a bicycle stand please let me know. The bike to work scheme offers tax relief on the purchase of bicycles and I’d encour-
age people to get on their bikes and avail of this scheme while it’s still available.  Contact: Bike to Work, 175 Ivy Exchange, Granby 
Place, Parnell Square West, Dublin 1.  Tel: + (353) 0818 332 752, Fax: + (353) 0818 332 753 or log onto their website at http://
www.biketowork.ie/

For those who like hill walking, the Dublin Mountain Way is a marked trail from Tallaght through the Dublin Mountains which 
intersects with the Wicklow way is one of South Dublin’s best kept secrets!  Find out more by contacting Dublin Mountains 
Partnership, c/o Coillte, Dublin Road, Newtownmountkennedy, Co. Wicklow.  Tel 01 2011187 or Email info@dublinmountains.ie 
or visit their website http://www.dublinmountains.ie to download maps and details of all walk ways.

Cllr. Breeda Bonner with Robert Dowds TD,
Emer Costello MEP and volunteers from the Clondalkin Tidy Towns

Cllr. Breeda Bonner on her bike!
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Gaeltacht Chluain Dolcáin

Praise for Home Helps in the Clondalkin Electoral Area

Working with my colleague in Europe, Emer Costello MEP

I am supportive of Deputy Robert Dowds call for Clondalkin 
to be a designated Gaeltacht area.  Ta an t-ádh liom go bh-
fuil an Ghaeilge agam agus bím ag iarraidh í a labhairt níos 
minice.  Buailim isteach go dtí Áras Chrónáin agus is iontach 
an t-ionad cultúir é an tÁras don cheol, don chomhrá agus don 
chraic.  Táim páirteach freisin i gcór nua a chanann ag an Aifre-
ann Gaeilge gach Domhnach ag a naoi.  Bainimid an-taitneamh 
as agus cuirimid go mór leis an Aifreann.   Bíonn fáilte roimh 
baill nua i gcónaí.  Is orainn atá an t-ádh go bhfuil an tAifreann 
Gaeilge again i gCluain Dolcáin.  Tagaigí agus bígí linn!

Grúpa nua eile atá tagtha chun cinn is ea Gaeilgeoirí Chluain 
Dolcáin (GCD) oícheanta agus ócádaí trí mhean na Gaeilge.  

Bíonn ranganna Gaeilge ar siúl  san Áras gach Céadaoin agus 
eagraíonn GCD ciorcal comhrá ina ndiaidh ag 9.30 gach 
seachtain.  Cibé caighdeán Gaeilge atá agat is féidir leat páirt a 
ghlacadh.  Bain triail as!

I would encourage people to use the opportunities that are 
available in Clondalkin to use the Irish that you have and to 
improve on it.  I find that my Irish has really improved be-
cause of my participation in the Choir for the Irish Mass and 
in the outings and Ciorcail Cómhrá organised by Gaeilgeoirí 
Chluain Dolcáin after the Irish classes in Áras Chrónáin each 
Wednesday evening.   The Áras itself is open to all and what-
ever your level of Irish you’re sure of a good night there.  

I am very aware of the great work that is being done by Mary 
Brennan and her team of home helps in Clondalkin. I know 
that many families are enabled to keep their loved ones at 
home because of the excellent care that is given by home 
helps. They are very much the unsung heroes of the Health 
Service, and I know that all of them like to do their work in a 
quiet and unassuming fashion. The work of home helps day 
in day out makes a real difference.  Go raibh maith agaibh go 
léir.

I have been working closely with Labour’s 
MEP for Dublin Emer Costello. She has met 
with a number of local groups and will try 
to assist them on a European level. If you 
would like to contact Emer, her contact de-
tails are on this leaflet. She is currently pri-
oritising the European Youth Guarantee 
to provide opportunities for young people. 
I have been talking to her about the possi-
bility of establishing a Town Twinning re-
lationship between Clondalkin and another 
European town. I feel that this could help 
us in Clondalkin to appreciate the value 
of our heritage village and our status as a 
centre of Irish culture, language and sport. 
Contact me if you’d like to get involved in 
planning for twinning!

Cllr Breeda Bonner with Mary Monaghan who 
recently organised a party in the laurels for some 

Clondalkin Senior Citizens. 
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Keeping You Up to Date

WoRKING WITH MY LoCAL LABoUR TEAM

Monthly Newsletter

Facebook Page

Contact Details

Robert Dowds TD
087-6520360

Robert.dowds@oireachtas.ie.

Joanna Tuffy TD
087-6339077

Joanna.tuffy@oir.ie

Emer Costello MEP
086-3831805

emer.costello@europarl.europa.eu

I publish a monthly newsletter with includes an update on all the work which 
I have undertaken over the previous month. The newsletter is available to view 
on my Facebook Page - Councillor Breeda Bonner as well as on my Labour 
Page www.labour.ie/breedabonner.  Alternatively if you would like to receive 
a copy of my newsletter please email me on bbonner@sdublincoco.ie and I 
will add you to my contact list.

My Facebook Page has been developed to provide an informative and inter-
active social media site which is updated and maintained on a daily basis.  
Details are uploaded on council issues with links to regular council meetings, 
updates re local events, news alerts, my Press Statements, as well as links to 
full PDF version of my Newsletter. If you have a local community event or ac-
tivity which you would like me to advertise on my Facebook Page please email 
me and I will be happy to assist you.

The best way to contact me is to ring me on my mobile at 087 413 2627.  However, because of difficulties with the sig-
nal, my voice mail is not always reliable.  Text messages always come through so if you text me, I will ring you back and 
arrange to meet you.  You may also contact me by email on bbonner@sdublincoco.ie.   
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